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Hemphill  explains  bonsed  growth  theory 


ThoTMlif .  Jidr  23. 1992 


PnhMMi  ShiM  tfm 


RIDGECREST.  N.C.  (BP)  ~ 
Churches,  like  bonsai  trees,  are 
susceptible  to  stunted  growth, 
church  growth  specialist  Ken 
(femptuU  said  during  Home  Mis* 
sioasWeek. 

The  real  key  to  the  bonsai  (stay¬ 
ing  the  same  size)  is  that  you  keep 
it  in  the  same  pot,”  said  Hei^biH, 
who  recently  was  named  by  the 
Home  Mission  Board  aod  Bmtist 
Sunday  SdKMd  Board  to  be  dnec* 
Uff  of  the  Soudieni  Biqitist  Center 
for  Chmdi  Growth. 

*  Hemphill,  audior  et  Tbe  Bonsai 
Theory  of  Church  Growtih,  said 
many  congregations  remain 
trapped  in  "bonsai  pots”  that  pre¬ 
vent  them  from  growing  aaore. 
Among  those  pots,  he  said,  aae: 

—  Space.  "When  any  potioo  of 
the  (dutdi)  building  is  90%  Qled, 
clmich’s  natural  growdi  will  be 
inhibited  and  finally  stopped,” 
Ifon^ihill  said. 


Churches  can  easily  increase 
dieir  ^afliMe  s|^  witfiom  con¬ 
struction  by  offering  muh^le  times 
for  worsl^  services  and  Bible 
classes,  he  sakL 

In  addition  to  gaining  more 
space,  churches  offer  greater 
access  to  their  community  and  cre¬ 
ate.  a.  sense  of  excitement  in  their 
program  by  offering  multiple  ser¬ 
vices,  he  said.  Today  people  do 
want  dxrioes.” 

Land  Current  parking  trends 
show  a  maximum  of  100  people 
park  on  one  acre  of  land  Limited 
parking  wiR  mean  Umiied  accam  tn 
the'Church  and  limited  growth, 
HemphiRsaid 

—  Chganization.  Church  BiUe 
dasses  should  offer  sob*groups  of 
12  to  15  members  each  so  visitors 
can  feel  wefeoaue  in  an  intimate 
rm-irnnmmt  larttliriilnuMii  aiM  mu 
appear  impersonal,  Heaqifail  said 

—  Leadership.  Research  indi¬ 


cates  one  pastor  can  hanfle  about 
ISO  to  200  peofde,  he  said 
Not  that  one  person  can’t  jneacb 
to  a  larger  group,  Hemphin  said, 
bm  lar^  groups  often  want  more 
activities  than  one  person  can 
effectively  administer. 

Business  journals  suggest  one 
manager  can  handle  no  more  than 
three  or  four  pvdj^.  he  smd  Tt  is 
at  that  point  tiiat  he  doesn’t  have 
enoni^  fingm  for  the  dike.” 

Tim  can  aometiiiies  lead  to  dis¬ 
cord,  when  congregations  don’t 
dmdr  they  are  huge  enough  to  need 
another  pastor  but  stiU  demand 
more  quality  programming  than 
one  person  can  oversee,  he  said 
—  Vision.  "Some  peq>le  thint 
they’re  in  an  impossible  task  to 
grow  a  church,”  HempiuB  said 
^  Pastors  most  kero  foeir  coi^ie- 
gdions  in  touch  wim  tfie  vision  of 
the  church  so  ^^ilgrims”  don’t 
become  "settleis,’*  he  said. 


Premarital  counsel 
is  best  medicine 


By  Linda  Lawson 

GLORIETA,  N.M.  —  If  South-  Effeo 
em  Btq>tist  pastors  would  spend  helps  a 
more  time  on  be^mig  couptes  pro-  for  theii 

Eare  for  marriage,  they  would  creative 
ave  to  give  less  tune  to  counsel*  for  the 
ing  with  those  contemplating  most  be 
divorce.  centere 

T  believe  the  ministry  of  prepa-  integrit)i 
ration  is  easier  than  the  ministry  bility. 
of  reconciliation,”  said  James  "I  fei 
Davidson,  pastor  of  Grace  Ctanch  responsi 
in  Ro^e  River,  Ore.  coopfe,” 

Davidson  was  one  of  more  than  Paitic 
80  pastors,  church  staff  members,  tified  no 
and  lay  leaders  participating  in  a  related  t 
national  tndning  launch  of  materi-  —  M 
als  for  use  in  cdonseling  engaged  counsel 
couples  and  newlyweds.  The  problem 
training  was  conduct!^  during  the  —  So 
July  4-10  Discroleship  Training  does  nol 
Leadership  Conrerence.  such  as 

Counsel  for  the  Nearly  and  familiei 
Newly  Married  by  Ernest  White  esteem, 
and  Jaaoes  E.  White  was  produced  —  Ma 
by  the  Baptist  Sunday  School'  couruel 
Board’s  Fiinily  Mhustry  Depart-  preparati 
ment  tion. 

The  mamials  are  desijmed  for  Oi  tii 
oro  in  individual  connsemig  ses-  said  mai 
sions  or  group  study.  edutt  pro 

David  Huebner,  fernily  enticb-  they  art 
ment  consultant  in  the  Family  because 
Ministry  Department,  said  three  their  mai 
common  attitudes  exist  about  pre-  Other 
marital  counseling.  The  <^)timist  they  coi 
believes  the  coupte  wants  to  learn  and  real 
eveiytiung  tfie  counselor  thinks  is  models  o 
in^rtant.  The  realist  believes  a  In  ad< 
shut  pre-marital  course  is  prefer-  Nearly 
aUe,  in  the  hope  the  couple  will  Huebne 
remember  somecfudiat  was  said,  undated! 
The  skeptic  sees  little  reason  to  Thee  1 
bother  counseling  since  the  designed 
co<q>le  doesn’t  want  to  hem  any-  newWw< 
way.  OctoMr 

"A  lot  of  counseling  ends  School  <i 
before  the  marriage  because  the  be  used 
church  has  rules  about  five  or  six  class,  as 
premarital  sessions”  but  no  guide-  premari 
lines  for  counseling  after  the  mar-  weekday 
riage,  said  Huebner.  Lawsm 


Effective  premarital  counseling 
helps  a  couple  lay  a  foundation 
for  their  mviiage  and  becomes  a 
creative  and  redemptive  ministry 
for  the  church,  Huebner  said.  It 
must  be  Christ  centered,  person 
centered,  and  carried  out  with 
integrity  and  a  sense  of  responsi¬ 
bility. 

"I  feel  an  awesome  sense  of 
responsibility  each  time  I  marry  a 
couple,”  said  DavidsoiL 

Participants  in  tire  session  iden¬ 
tified  numerous  issues  of  concern 
related  to  premarital  counseling: 

—  Many  couples  approach 
co'unseling  with  the  idea  that 
problems  won’t  happen  to  tirem. 

—  Some  premarital  counseling 
does  not  deu  with  critical  issues 
such  as  communication,  diildren, 
families,  conflict,  and  self¬ 
esteem. 

—  Many  coiqties  see'  premarital 
counseling  only  as  wedding 
preparation,  not  marriage  {repara¬ 
tion. 

Oi  tire  other  hand,  participants 
said  many  coiroles  ^  not  know 
wbat  premarital  courreeling  is,  but 
they  are  willing  to  participate 
because  they  want  tM  best  for 
their  marriage. 

Others  are  concerned  because 
they  come  from  broken  homes 
and  realize  they  lack  positive 
models  of  a  healtl^  marriage. 

In  addition  to  Counsel  for  the 
Nearly  and  Newly  Married, 
Huebner  said  a  new  26-week 
undated  Bible  study  unit,  "I  Take 
Thee  To  Be  My  Spouse,” 
designed  for  engaged  cotqties  and 
newlyweds  will  be  released  in 
October  by  the  board’s  Sunday 
School  division.  The  unit  could 
be  used  for  a  Sunday  School 
class,  as  a  resource  to  accom|>any 
premarital  counseling  or  for 
weekday  study. 

Lawsim  writes  for  BSSB. 


Sleepless  nights 


Saiorina  Cumbe,  a  member  of  tnfuieni  Baptist  Cburch 
in  a  suburb  of  Maputo,  Mozambique's  capitai,  may 
return  to  the  ordeal  of  sleeping  in  fields  at  night 
because  of  a  recent  bandit  attack  nearby.  Cumbe’s 
home  was  attacked  in  November  1991.  Por  months 
afterwards  her  family  of  nine  left  their  home  each 


evening  and  slept  in  fields  or  under  bushes.  For  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people  living  in  infuleni,  hiding  in  the  night  is 
the  only  means  of  survival,  explained  Cumbe’s  neigh¬ 
bor.  *We  can  build  a  house,  but  we  can’t  sleep  in  it ,” 
he  said.  "By  day  we  live  like  human  beings,  but  at  night 
we  live  like  animals."  (BP  photo  by  Chalres  Ledford). 


* 


EorroR’s  Notebook. 


:Guy  Henderson 


A  cause  to  pause 


10DArTI«4»MOK»IIOR^CTtf 

,  X,  M  .uc  1  »<iT  ae  uf R  FOR 


Some  good  innovative  things  are 
taking  imu^e  in  the  SBC  and  other 
things  are  there  which  give  os  a 
cause  to  pause.  A  lot  of  history 
and  baggage  can  come  in  when 
the  camel  gets  her  nose  under  the 
tent 

Jeny  Falwell  has  a  remarkable 
ministiy.  ife  has  built  a  university 
(liberty),  grown  a  large  dinrch, 
and  bought  and  sold  a  TV  net¬ 
work.  He  created  and  dismantled 
the  M<»al  Majority,  estaUisbed  a 
seminary,  and  in  his  ^are  time 
dabbled  in  Jim  Bakker’s  Heritage 
City  but  the  cost  was  too  modb. 
He  claims  credit  for  swinging 
evangelicals  behind  the  Republi¬ 
can  party,  and  celebrated  victories 
when  Reagan  and  Bush  wcm  the 
presidency. 

Several  yew  ago  Falwdl  begrm 
maki^  overtures  toward  Soutfaeni 
Brq>tists.-He  has  spoken  to  the 
SBC  Pastors  Conference  and 
received  high  visilnlity  at  the  con¬ 
vention.  He  has  broken  in  several 
of  our  larger  churoires.  Prominent 
SBC  leaders  including  Jerry 
Vines,  Bailey  Smitfa,  and  Charles 
Stardey  have  served  as  trustees  id 
Liberty  University  or  sent  their 
sons  m  dau^tters  there.  When  he 
needed  a  seminary  president,  Fal- 
w^  asked  Paige  Patterson.  Patter¬ 
son  declined  and  later  accepted 
Southeastern  Seminary.  Falwell 
came  to  Mississippi  sevend  years 
ago  and  spdre  in  an  independent 
Baptist  church  on  behalf  of  an 
accused  orphanage  director  who 
allegedly  mistreated  the  children. 

In  1991  the  20-year-<dd  libe^ 
U.  was  in  a  finandal  quagmire 
and  facing  probation  by  acoedit- 


ing  agencies.  Chancellor  Falwell 
decided  to  issue  $61  million  in 
tax-free  bonds.  This  led  to  viola¬ 
tion  of  chuieh  and  state  charges, 
several  court  battles,  and  near 
banknqitcy.  The  lesourcefnl  chan¬ 
cellor  sold  some  property  and 
began  a  campaign  to  raise  funds. 
Ai^arendy  tmngs  have  now  stal»- 
li^  and  he  continues  to  create 
the  “Notre  Dame”  fmr  Bqitists. 

Jerry  Falwell  labels  himself  as  a 
true  fundamentalist,  though  many 
independent  Baptist  churches, 
including  the  John  R.  Rice  group, 
want  lit&  to  do  widi  him.  He  is  a 
mover  «id  a  shaker  and  was  bom 
to  be  on  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  Ffe  states  he  has  no 
intemion  of  becoming  Southera 
Bm^ 

Tlie  question  is;  How  much  is 
dK  SBC;  leaning  toward  the  Fal- 
wellian  position?  Falwell  has 
acquitted  himself  well  and  is 
admired  by  mai^  Baptists.  How¬ 
ever,  the  time  has  come  fm  South¬ 
ern  BiqHists  to  wiidi  him  well  in 
his  WOK  and  to  get  on  with  SBC 
work. 

There  is  another  nose  under  the 
tent  For  several  years  an  organi¬ 
zation  called  Rapha  has  purchued 
lunch  for  pastors  m  die  SBC  Pas- 
t<»s  Confinenoe.  Rapha  is  a  Hous¬ 
ton,  Tbxas^hased  (^anizadon  of 
medical  and  treatment  centers 
dealing  with  codependency, 
abuse,  eating  disorders,  addicdon, 
and  physical  fitness. 

There  is  certainly  nothing  wrong 
with  this.  Rq>ha  appears  to  be 
genuinely  interested  in  serving 
and  has  b^  well  received. 

The  Sunday  School  Board 


i^amidy  is  broadening  its  use  of 
materials  from  other  sources. 
V^thout  pa^g  Rapha,  and  with¬ 
out  receiving  any  payment,  die 
Sunday  Sch<^  Boi^  is  ma^et- 
ing  R^iha  materials.  Thus  is  a 
carefully  crafted  advertisement 
program  giving  Rqiha  the  inside 
track  to  30,000  SBC  churches 
throu^  Sunday  Sdiool  literature. 

Using  Rapha  materials  could 
save  4  or  S  years  in  reseaidi  and 
development  and  he^  more  dys¬ 
functional  people  now.  A  “hot¬ 
line”  is  reportedly  in  use,  now 
enabling  pastors  to  gain  heh>  from 
Ri^ha  in  counseling  —  bom  from 
the  sociological  a^  theological 
perspectives. 

You  cannot  fruilt  Rapha  for  dus. 
It  operates  a  profit-making  busi¬ 
ness,  and  the  non-profit  Sunday 
SchcKd  Board  has  givmi  them  the 
gateway  to  big  business. 

The  miestion  is:  Vfill  there  be  a 
backlam  from  other  medicid  md 
treatment  centers  around  the  coun¬ 
try?  How  do  die  counseling  cen¬ 
ters  and  hospitals  in  Jackson, 
Birmingham,  m  other  dties,  many 
cmrated  by  Biqitists,  feel  toward 
the  favored  Rapha?  Will  this 
establish  a  precedent  allowing 
insurance  companies,  funerid 
homes,  food  sernoes,  etc.,  to  gain 
a  faVbred  tradb  "status  with  our 
churches? 

No  doubt  Riqiha  is  a  fine  institu¬ 
tion  and  has  helped  many  peofde 
but  it  is  a  rather  sharp  draarture 
from  the  norm  of  the  Sunday^ 
Schod  Board,  and  a  caution  flag 
pops  up.  Once  die  camd  gets  her 
nose  in  dre  tent,  the  tendency  is  to 
receive  much  more. 


^EY  6mx.  STILL  BEAR  FRUIT  IN  OLDA^; 
THEY  SHALL  BE  FRESH  AND  FL0UWSHIN6." 


The  graying 
of  the  church 


Gu€st  opinion,.. 

Supreme  Court’s  ruling  hostile  to  religion 

By  Bob  Rt^ers 


On  June  24, 1992,  the  Supreme 
Court,  by  a  vole  of  profaiinted 
prayen  at  high  school  graduation 
ceremonies.  This  has  brought 
protests  from  many,  including 
President  Bush,  who  see  the  ruling 
as  hostile  to  religion. 

Perhaps  you  have  seen  the 
bumper  sticker  which  says,  “In 
case  df  mdear  attack,  the  ban  on 
school  prayer  will  be  lifted.”  The 
point  is  well-made:  when  people 
want  to  pray,  nobody  can  st(^ 
them. 

In  the  case  decided  b^  the 
Siqneme  Court,  Daniel  Weiaanan 
of  Providence,  RX,  who  is  Jewidi, 
had  been  asked  to  rise  for  a 
moment  of  prayer  to  Jesus  Christ 
at  his  dan^^’s  graduation.  Jus¬ 
tice  Anthony  Kennedy  wrote  for 
die  court,  “The  C^onstitntion  for¬ 


bids  the  state  to  exact  religions 
conformity  from  a  student  as  the 
price  of  attending  her  own  hi|^ 
school  graduation.”  The  point  is 
again  u^-made;  when  peo(de  do 
not  want  to  pray,  the  government 
has  no  business  ma&ig  them. 
That’s  what  the  separation  of 
church  and  stale  is  aU  about 
Actually,  the  Siqxeme  Court  has 
not  bann^  all  fwayer  in  school. 
The  courts  have  iqiti^  the  right  of 
students  to  have  voluntary  reli¬ 
gions  clubs  on  campus  and  to 
teach  the  Bible  as  literature,  as 
long  as  the  class  is  elective.  The 
court  has  also  said  it  is  okay  to 
leach  about  rdigion,  as  long  as  no 
p^cular  dmomimttion  is  ftvored. 
The  key  word  is  vohmtary.  Some 
pec^  have  tried  to  take  court 
rulings  against  state-sponsored 


pnyer  as  an  excuse  to  ban  all  reli¬ 
gion  on  campus;  those  people  are 
wrorre  and  should  be  oppos^ 

A  Snqxenre  Court  ruling  in  1990 
dMuld  cause  us  much  greater  con¬ 
cern  than  this  recent  ruling  on 
school  prayer.  In  the  1990  case. 
Employment  Division  v.  Smith, 
the  court,  by  a  vote  of  6-3,  tocdi 
away  leligioos  freedom  in  a  way 
that  is  causing  churches  to  lose 
maiiy  court  batdes. 

Before  1990,  if  the  govermnent 
wanted  to  enforce  a  law  that  in¬ 
fringed  on  religioos  freedom,  it 
first  had  to  prove  a  “compelling 
state  interest.”  In  odier  words,  it 
had  to  show  that  the  good  of  the 
law  outweighed  the  damage  to 
religious  fre^om,  and  tfiere  was 
no  other  way  to  accomplish  what 
(See  PRAYER  on  page  9) 


We  probably  have  more  prob¬ 
lems  with  growing  old  than  any 
generation  since  the  flood.  There 
are  dozens  of  agencies  to  assist  in 
riding  die  gerontological  express, 
insurance  companies  bombi^  os 
widi  financial  peace,  and  meals  on 
vdieels  are  ndlmg  fa^r  than  ever. 
Nfeanwhile  the  eloave  fountain  of 
yoodi  is  now  found  in  cosmetics, 
hair  colorings,  and  the  plastic 
w<Mk  of  surgeons'.  “She  is  actually 
65  but  loou  40”  adds  fuel  and 
win  send  os  scurrying  for  the  nw- 
acle  wrirdde-removal  lotion. 
worse  is  the  40  year  old  who  looks 
65.  He  needs  sympadiy. 

Now  the  So^  Security  admin¬ 
istration  reveals  diat  only  2%  of 
Americans  reach  age  65  finandal- 
Iv  independent.  About  30%  are 
(rependent  on  charity,  23%  most 
continue  to  work  and  45%  are 
dependent  on  relatives.  Mrnteover, 
the  Atlanta  Journal  staggers  os 
with  the  fact  that  1 1  out  of  12 
women  wiU  become  widows  and 
the  average  age  of  the  American 
widow  is  52.  Coaaed  this  widi  the 
Social  Security  release  and  it 
speUs  TrooUe.  Women,  of  neoea- 
sity,  most  become  money  man¬ 
agers. 

The  National  Interfaith  CoaH- 
tion  on  Aging’s  fact  sheet  has  stat¬ 
ed  diat  97%  of  people  over  a^  65 
rmorted  some  religioos  affiliation 
with  75%  of  them  beloitging  to  a 
local  congregatioa  Obviooi^  the 
local  church  most  be  heavil/ 
involved  in  senior  adult  min¬ 
istries.  The  NICA  also  conuneiks 
there  is  no  orgnized  or  systemat¬ 


ic  process  available  to  educate 
religious  leaders  with  the  needed 
information  to  sensitize  others  and 
to  prepare  churdies  to  respond  to 
our  aging  society. 

‘  In  SBC  circles  we  probably 
have  a  higher  percentage  of 
churches  involved  in  senim  adult 
ministries  than  many  denomina¬ 
tions.  Even  so  our  churches  would 
well  face  an  avalanche  of  of^xnm- 
nities  ministering  to  a  groi^  with 
dwindling  resources.  in  your 
church  is  trained,  equipped,  and 
has  the  genuine  interest  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  the  “chronologically  gift¬ 
ed?”  It  is  much  more  than  being 
finaiKially  secure.  Tt  means  being 
accepted,  having  a  purpose  and 
being  loved,  J.  Diehm  in 

his  book.  How  to  (Set  Along  wMi 
Difficult  People,  advises  thu  we 
not  expect  older  people  to  be 
much  difEerenc  fixMi  any  other  age 
group,  to  honor  and  lespt^  them, 
be  careful  about  correcting  their 
opinioas  and  treat  (rider  people  as 
you  wish  to  be  treated  when  you 
get  (rid.  Remember,  older  pe<^rie 
love  to  lau^  and  they  have  a 
great  sense  of  humor. 

It  is  hard  to  readi  a  (rid  age 
without  growing  older.  Perhaps 
the  key  word  is  “growing”  rather 
than  old.  Oaae  to  grow  and  we 
die  long  before  we  quit  living. 
Growing  spiritually,  sodally,  ai^ 
mentally  brings  a  harvest  of 
rewards.  The  church  must  be 
inv(rive(L  The  writer  of  Proverbs 
G6‘31)  said  it  weU:  “a  gray  head  is 
a  crown  of  glory:  it  is  round  in  the 
way  of  righteousness.”  — OH 
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Home  Mission  Board 
elects  new  ministry  v.  p. 


By  Sarah  ZfaBmcmuui 


^  ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Lany  Mar¬ 
tin,  director  of  missions  for  the 
Giemer  Boston  Association,  unan¬ 
imously  was  elected  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Boaid  vice  piesidem  fm  min¬ 
istry  by  HMB  tnistees. 

Ma^  assumes  bis  lesponsildli- 
ties  Sept.  1,  succeedmg  Paul 
Adkins  who  is  retiring  aner  23 
years  with  the  Home  Mission 
Board.  Adkins  received  a  plaque 
and  a  standing  ovation  from 
trustees  during  their  July  IS  meet- 
ing. 

During  Martin’s  nine  years  in 
Boston,  association  trq^  its 
number  of  churches  and  developed 
an  extensive  use  of  volunteers  in 
ministry.  In  his  new  role,  Martin 
will  oversee  chaplaincy,  church 
md  communis  ministries,  special 
mitBstries  and  volunteers. 

Eight  other  people  also  were 
elecied  to  fill  vacant  staff  positions 
dnrirtg  the  summer  meeting. 

Mutin  King,  diream  of  public 
relations  and  marketing  fm  Com¬ 
munity  Hospital  in  Anderson, 
Ind.,  was  elected  diiector  of  pub¬ 
lic  relations  and  development. 
King  is  also  a  journalism  mstruc- 
tor  at  Ball  State  University  in 
Munde,  Ind.  King  succeeds  Jim 
Newton,  who  left  the  HMB  in 
May  for  a  post  widi  World  >^sion 


Intenuttional. 

Jdm  W.  Hutchins  ft.,  director  of 
evangelism  for  the  Bqttist  State 
Conwntion  of  North  Cardina,  was 
elecied  diteotor  of  the  Evangelism 
Churdi  Growth  Department. 

KeMi  Walker,  associate  diiectm 
of  the  Evangelism  Cfanrch  Growth 
D^artment,  was  elected  associate 
dii^or  of  the  PersMii  Evange¬ 
lism  Department.  ^ 

George  C.  Pickle,  chaplain  at 
Brotman  Kfedical  Ceiiierln  Culver 
City,  Cadif.,  was  elecied  iBtectmof 
bealdi  care  chaplaincy  andpas^oral 
counseling.  ^ 

Cados  A.  Ferrer,  accounting  and 
finaiKe  administrator  at  the  His¬ 
panic  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  in  San  Antonio,  was  elected 
coiitndler. 

In  other  action,  the  board 
requested  permission  to  use  money 
from  the  Cooperative  Program 
caqntal  needs  idlocations  for  new 
Home  Mission  Board  offices  to  be 
cooa^eiedinl99S. 

Ine  bciard  sold  its  offices  near 
downtown  Atlanta  for  $14.5  mil¬ 
lion  in  1990,  planning  to  use 
leceqpts  from  die  sale  to  boy  land 
and  construct  a  new  facility.  But 
die  cost  of  the  new  building  is  now 
estimated  at  $16  million. 

Zimmemaan  wrhes  for  HMB. 


HMB  trustees  authorize 
$24  million  bond  recall 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  church 
loans  division  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  plans  to  recall  $24 
million  in  high  interest  bonds 
officials  claim  are  costing  the 
agency  more  than  $1  million  a 
year. 

HMB  board  members  voted 
during  their  July  IS  meeting  to 
authorizB  the  recrdl  of  the  boi^, 
which  have  an  average  annual 
yield  of  10.58% 

The  bonds,  which  were  made 
available  between  1985  and  1990, 
were  issued  to  raise  money  for 
church  loans,  said  Bob  Iidow, 
director  of  die  HMB  church  loans 
divisioa 

**nic  bonds  were  designed  to  be 


called  at  a  time  like  this,”  said 
Inlow.  ”1  doubt  that  many  South¬ 
ern  Biqiti^  would  want  us  to  pay 
10.58%  interest  for  church  loan 
cqntal  at  a  time  when  the  molpey 
could  only  be  loaned  at  8  3/4%^.” 

The  prospectus  for  the  bond 
issue,  or  the  advismy  of  the  terms 
for  tte  bonds,  clemly  stated  they 
were  subject  to  early  recall,  Inlow 
said.  The  highest  interest  bonds 
were  scheduled  to  begin  retiring 
in  1998,  Mike  Amott  said. 

"Failure  to  call  them  is  a  dear 
cut  case  of  poor  stewardship,” 
Inlow  said,  adding  that  officials 
have  had  to  weigh  their  doty  to 
bond  holders  against  their  dmy  to 
all  Soodiem  Baptists. 


Mtmbtri  of  no  Llovi  fomlly  holding  daaroes  from  Southern  Seminar 
Include  (from  left)  Debra  Heard  Uoyd,  Rkmrd  R.  Lloyd  Sr..  Richard  R. 
Uoyd  III,  R.  Raymond  Lloyd  Jr.,  and  Gretta  Johnson  Lloyd.  All  were  on 
hand  this  spring  to  celebrate  the  ninth  Southern  decree  earned  by  the 
family:  the  doctor  of  philosophy  degree  awarded  to  Uoyd  ill.  (See  stoiy, 
page  7.)  (Southern  Seminary  photo  by  Tom  McDonald.) 
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ACTS,  VISN  network  near 
channel-share  agreement 


PORT  WORTH,  Texas  (ABP) 
—  Negotiations  are  underway 
between  ACTS,  Southern  Brptists’ 
caUe  TV  netwmk,  and  VISN,  the 
largest  interfaith  cable  networic, 
diat  would  allow  the  two  to  stuue  a 
cable  TV  channel  while  retaining 
their  sq>arate  identifies. 

The  deal,  which  tKtwoik  offi¬ 
cials  said  could  be  finalized  by  the 
end  of  July,  could  eventually  make 
the  ACTS- VISN  partnership  die 
largest  religious  cable  network  in 
die  country. 

Under  terms  of  the  proposal, 
ACTS  would  use  one  d^  of  the 
duumel’s  airtime,  or  eight  hours  a 
day,  and  VISN  would  use  two 
thirds,  or  16  hours  a  day. 

Each  network  would  ga  porti<Mis 
of  prime  time  apd  odier  druly  time 
blocks.  ACTS,  for  instance,  would 
have  two-hour  time  slots  in  each 
of  four  time  blocks  —  morning, 
afternoon,  evnung  and  ovemigbt. 

"We’re  excited  about  the  poten¬ 
tial  tins  combiiiation  represents  for 
readun^  all  of  America  with  pro- 
grammmg  designed  to  enhance 


By  Greg  Warner  and  Bob  Terry 

family  values  and  teach  the  irrqior- 
tance  of  a  vital  religions  faith,” 
said  ACTS  President  Jack  John¬ 
son.  "Our  interest  always  has  beoi 
to  reach  as  many  pet^le  as  possi¬ 
ble  wtdi  die  Chr^an  mes^e.” 

The  28  faith  groups  participating 
in  VISN  include  liitherans,  Pres¬ 
byterians,  Episcopalians,  United 
Methodists  and  other  mainline 
Protestant  denominations,  as  well 
as  Eastern  Ordiodox,  Catholic  and 
Jewish  groi^. 

ACTS,  which  went  on  the  air  in 
1984,  claims  access  to  8  million 
cable  TV  households.  VISN, 
launched  in  1988,  claims  12  mil¬ 
lion  households.  Since  few  local 
cable  TV  systems  now  carry  both, 
the  one-chiaruiel  approach  has  a 
potential  audience  of  about  20  mil¬ 
lion  households. 

The  cable  systems  that  carry 
ACTS  are  concentrated  in  the 
Soudi  and  Southwest,  areas  where 
VISN  is  weak.  VISN’s  cable  sys¬ 
tems  are  focused  in  the  North  and 
Northeast,  where  ACTS  has  had 
trouble  getting  a  hearing  for  its 


Bsm^-dominaled  network. 

"We  thrnk  this  would  be  a  won¬ 
derful  way  to  support  Southern 
Baptist  work  in  pioneer  areas,” 
Jonmonsaid. 

By  joining  bands  and  building 
on  that  momentum,  the  ACTS- 
VISN  partnership  "will  be  the 
largest  cable  religious  faith  and 
values  channel  in  very  short 
order,”  predicted  Nelson  Price, 
president  of  VISN,  which  is  based 
in  New  York. 

Neither  ACTS  nor  VISN  has 
Iruge  enough  to  attract  major 
advertisers  or  other  sources  of 
income  to  their  network,  and  both 
have  labored  under  large  debts 
incurred  in  laundiing  their  chan- 
nels. 

ACTS  must  move  to  a  new  satel¬ 
lite  by  the  end  of  the  year,  said 
Richard  McCartney,  executive 
vice  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Radio  and  Television 
Commission,  which  owns  ACre. 
The  move  will  cost  at  least 
$420,(XX)  a  veax— money  ACTS 
(See  ACTS  on  page  9) 


O^Brien  says  SBC  changes 
leave  WMU  in  quandary 


tiyd  III.  (See  stoiy. 


RIDGBCREST,  h^C.  (BP)  — 
Recent  developments  in  die  South¬ 
ern  B^rtist  Converkion  have  left 
the  Woman’s  Missiortary  Union  in 
a  qiiandary  about  how  to  fiilfill  its 
calling  to  promote  missions,  the 
head  of  the  women’s  auxiliary 
admitted  July  12. 

The  WMU  can  no  longer  side¬ 
step  the  effects  of  the  denomina¬ 
tional  controversy.  Executive 
Director  Dellanna  O’Brien  told 
about  200  Southern  Baptists  who 
took  part  in  an  hour-long  dialogue 
sesston  dining  Jeridio:  A  Smithero 
Baptist  Missions  Festival  The  fes¬ 
tival,  which  drew  neariy  1300  par¬ 
ticipants,  was  held  at  Ridgecrest 
(N.C.)  Baptist  Conference  (^ter. 

O’Brien’s  refoonse  came  after 
she  and  leaders  from  the  conven¬ 
tion’s  other  four  mission  agencies 
were  asked  how  Southern  Bq>- 
tists’  debate  over  ortiiodoxy  and 
changes  in  leadership  positions 
have  mpacted  missioo  outreach. 

"Fbr  afl  these  years,  WMU  has 
reafiy  tried  to  stay  out  of  die  coo- 
trover^.  We’ve  seen  it  as  a  men’s 
fight,’^  said  O’Brien,  a  former 
Southern  Baptist,  misstontdy  .  in . 


By  Marty  Crtdl 

Indone^  during  the  open  ques¬ 
tion  period 

"Our  hearts  ache  when  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries  being  ap¬ 
pointed  tw  any  gn^  need  siqipcut 
and  we  find  it  difficult  to  help 
them,”  O’Brien  said  later.  "We’re 
in  a  whole  new  day  as  to  bow  we 
can  present  the  missions  cause  in 
the  denominatioiL” 

WMU  programs  in  local  church¬ 
es  have  been  a  cornerstone  in  sup¬ 
porting  modern-day  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  missioos  throughout  the  world 
During  the  questioning,  O’Brien 
repeated  WMU’s  intent  to  remain 
an  auxiliary*  organization  that 
receives  no  money  from  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention.  This 
arrangement  leaves  WMU 
detach^  from  the  denominational 
appointrnem  structure  and  free  to 
choose  those  it  win  siqipmt 
WMU  has  become  known 
through  the  years  for  its  unwaver¬ 
ing  backing  of  Southern  B^>tist 
missionaries,  promoting  the  value 
of  cooperative  missions  in  the 
denomination’s  local  churches.' 
But  so  far,  by  its  own  choice,,. 

.  .WMU  has  limited,  the  focus,  jofjl^  !*. 


mission  education  to  the  work  of 
some  9,000  missionaries  assigned 
by  the  Home  and  Foreign  mission 
boards  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention. 

WMU  members  are  asking 
whether,  for  examfde,  WMU  wiU 
list  only  Home  arid  Foreign  mis¬ 
sioo  board  missionaries  on  its 
widely  distributed  prayer  calendar 
next  year  or  whether  it  win  include 
the  feUowship’s  missionaries  and 
others,  O’Brien  said.  WMU  lead¬ 
ers  are  discussing  this.  "As  you 
know,  we’ve  had  dialogues  with 
the  FeUowship,”  O’Brien  said.  "1 
don’t  know  now.  We’ll  have  to 
decide  by  Jaiaiary.” 

At  their  June  meeting,  FMB 
trustees  voted  to  send  a  delegation 
to  WMU’s  national  offices  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  to  help  WMU 
leaders  understand  bow  vital  their 
undivided  siqiport  is  to  the  future 
of  denominational  missions. 
Southern  Baptist  history  indicates 
missioiis  gh^g  is  the  font  of  mis¬ 
sions  education. 

WMU  chapten  in  local  churches 


Impressions  of  a  mission  trip,,. 

Batesville  member  recalls  a 
volunteer  effort  in  Honduras 


I  knew  H(xiduras  was  not  going 
to  be  a  trop^  paradise.  So  I  fig- 
med  the  diildien  on  the  mission 
tr^would  start  whining  first. 

Then,  as  the  heat  and  dirt  got  to 
them,  the  older  women  would  start 
getting  sick  and  start  conmlaining. 
Then  all  our  nerves  would  go  taut 
and...  as  it  turned  out...  I  didn’t 
Imow  what  I  was  taHring  about 
f  I  was  abst^utely  wrong.  I  discov- 
esed  that  only  a  few  hours’  expo¬ 
sure  to  die  harsh  reality  of  Hon¬ 
duras  made  each  of  os  afraid  and 
ashamed  to  even  hmt  diat  we  were 
’’saCfering”  from  the  temporary 
abaenoe  w  our  osoH  oeatme  com¬ 
forts.  We  all  soon  realized  such 
self^ty  would  merit  justifiidile 
and  severe  condemnatioo  from  our 
fdlow  travelers,  and  mtue  inqxv- 
tanily,  from  our  own  consciences. 

It  took  getting  used  to  —  a 
swann  oi  (fir^r  ctdldren  polling  at 
our  dodies  a^  looking  into  our^ 
fimes  like  we  were  Sears  &  Roe¬ 
buck  gods  descended  from  heaven, 
capable  of  bestowing  oiadd  good¬ 
ies  qpon  die  masses,  maybe  to  stop 
their  hurting  for  a  few  vmeks. 

In  reality,  the  dqNfa  of  poverty  of 
the  duldren  and  adults  pressing 
araund  ns  madb  all  die  Americans 
on  the  trip  fildty  ridi  by  conapati- 
son  —  even  if  diey  were  reared 
and  living  on  Social  Security. 

When  we  stepp^  off  the  plane 
into  the  humid  trqucal  air,  the  first 
tlimg  we  noticed  was  die  constant 
stares  from  aU  die  peo|de,  as  if  we 
aD  forgot  to  pot  on  our  paiUs. 

"So  you  are  the  peo^  from  the 
dean,  non-hungiy  ntxfe  couiury?*’ 
they  all  seemed  to  ask. 

It  got  worse  the  further  we 
moved  into  the  country.  We  began 
to  posture  and  fed  a  litde  impor- 

Vaughn  named 
instructor  at 


NOBTS 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Chester 
Vaugfan  has  been  named  instructor 
in  Christian  education  at  New 
mmppr  Orleans  Semi- 

W  Vaughn  most 

k  Sfl  recently  served 

1'  program 

1  director  for  the 

W'  Mississippi 

BaqNist  Conwn- 
tion  Board.  He 
l^^mihas  also  been  a 
..  consultant  for 

▼■■I"*  the  B^Mist  Sun¬ 

day  School 
Board,  as  well  as  a  minister  of 
education  at  First  Churdi,  Hatties¬ 
burg;  Gentilly  Church,  New 
Orimuis;  and  Hrst  Church,  Hazle- 


By  Ted  L.  Smitt 

tant  like  movie  'tars,  watching 
what  we  looker  like,  because 
everybody  giqied  .i(  us. 

Pidty  soon,  we  ictually  started 
believing  we  were  somed^g  q>e- 
dal  —  we  bad  to  watdi  oursdves 
or  we  would  give  credence  to  this 
be.  We  are  in  troth  rich  and  fiutu- 
nate,  and  they  are  poor  —  beoaise 
we  were  bron  in  the  United  Sodes 
and  the  peo^  staring  at  us  were 
bom  in  the  Honduras. 

It’s  as  sinqile  as  that 

It  could  have  been  the  other  way 
around.  The  troth  is  tlutt  we  had 
nothing  to  do  with  our  stadors  in 
life.  Ine  big  question,  "Why  did 
we  lock  out  and  ‘they’  cUdn’t?" 
was  unanswenMe.  We  learned  not 
to  frustrate  ourselves  by  trying  to 
answer  it 

We  soon  gave  iq>  trying  to  ratio¬ 
nalize  the  unfairness  of  life  and 
condnded  that  for  no  eiqdaiifeble 
reason,  God  has  smiled  on  us. 

We  caapA  ourselves  constandy 
thanking  God  for  allowing  us  to  be 
bom  of  patents  in  a  idaoe  where: 
riots  do  not  normally  occur  in 
which  children  are  trampled  to 
death  over  a  few  used  domes;  we 
don’t  stand  in  long  lines  for  hours 
to  get  worm  pills;  cast-off  eye- 
dames  dear  tm  the  miaty  ej^s  of  a 
leathery-faced  dd  famm  so  that 
he  can  dearly  see,  fw  the  first 


time  in  his  bfe,  the  smile"  of  his 
only  granddaughter,  we  don’t  nor- 
mafiy  beg  anotiber  person  for  a  pair 
oi  scufEe^up  shoes;  a  edd  shower 
is  a  luxury;  wooden  floors  are  a 
novelty;  oik  mango  is  the  second 
and  last  meal  of  the  day;  a  five- 
mile  hike  in  bate  fed  awaits  after 
seeing  the  doctor  once  a  year,  a 
beautiful  giri  of  15  pleads  with 
bnmn  eyes  to  pull  out  all  of  her 
front  teeth  so  they  won’t  torture 
hd  for  the  frill  year  until  someone 
dse  who  can  pdl  mem  win  return. 

We  were  shown  love  by  having 
the  hems  of  our  domes  grabbed  by 
people  as  mey  passed.  We  were 
fri^mened  by  bole  Honduran  dul- 
dsm  as  they  swarmed  aO  over  us. 
That  fear  tnmed  to  tears  five  days 
later  as  we  tried  to  hog  them  aU  at 
once  for  the  last  time,  knowing  the 
odds  were  agaiiBt  our  ever  seeing 
their  faces  again. 

The  ybung  pastor  of  the  dirt- 
floored  chonm  bade  os  frnewdl  as 
we  left  to  travel  home  across  an 
eternity.  But.  he  assured  o^  if  we 
never  met  again  rm  this  duth.  as 
brothers  in  Christ,  we  would  meet 
again. 

Smith  is  an  attomty  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  Flrai  Chmrcii,  Batesvflie. 


volunteer  misdon  trip  to  the 
Horulnras. 


Mississippi  natives  selected 
by  Home  Mission  Board 


Mississippi  natives  John 
Bowen  and  Laurie  Gore  were 
qipointed  to  mission  service  by 
tte  Southern  Biqitist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  in  June. 

Bowen,  of  Pontotoc,  will 
serve  with  his  wife,  Roth,  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas.  He  will  be 
an  associate  director  for  new 
church  extension,  and  she  will 
work  in  family  a^  church  ser¬ 
vice. 

A  native  of  Jackson,  Gore  will 
serve  as  a  church  planter 
qiprentioe  in  Detroit  (Photo  not 
available  for  Laurie  Gore.) 


and  Rum  Bowen 


HMB’s  Wailing  Wall  plans  stir 
complaints  firom  Jewish- people 


Vaughn  received  a  B.A.  from 
Mississippi  College  in  1953  and 
an  M.R.E.  from  New  Orleans 
SsaHnary  in  1957. 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Plans  for 
Soutfaem  BqMist  chuicfaes  to  dedi¬ 
cate  Wailing  Walls  this  fell  have 
stirred  complaints  from  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  Commitiee,  which  calls 
it  a  "manipolative  use  of  Jewry’s 
holiest  site.’’ 

The  Waibi«  WaO  is  part  of  the 
"See  You  at  the  Pole,*’  a  Home 
Mission  Board-sponsored  youth 
pTtyer  emphasis  planned  for  Sept 
16.  "See  You  at  the  Pole"  is  un 
attempt  to  gather  youth  at  their 


pcty  for  their  peers. 

The  American  Jewish  Commit¬ 
tee’s  statement  said  "The  Western 
Wall  has  profound  meaning  for 
Jews  wkhm  the  specific  context 
of  Jewish  history  and  Jewish 
experience.  To  lift  it  out  of  that 
context  and  urn  it  to  promote  wit¬ 
ness  to  another  frtim  is  abusive 
and  t^fenstve." 

Hoaae  Mimion  Board  officials 
said  there  wu  no  attempt  to 
reflect  negftivety  tmon  ttK  Jewish 
feilik . 


MBMC  holds  father/son  seminar 

Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  sponsored  its  second  annual 
Father/Son  Seminar  on  Mty  9  for  fothers  and  their  sons  ages  10-14.  The 
semfoar  featured  fathers,  physicians,  and  professional  counselors.  The 
seminar  provided  helpful  information  designed  to  enhance  communica¬ 
tion  based  on  love  and  respect.  Speakers  were,  from  left.  Larry  Brown, 
staff  counselor.  Shepherd  Btaff;  Sandra  Holman,  education  coordinator. 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medicai  Center.  Jehu  Brabham,  church  administrator. 
Parkway  Church,  Jackson;  and  Ron  Mumbower,  EdD,  counselor/femily 
ministsr.  Rrst  Church.  Jackson.  Not  pictured  is  Will  Soray,  Mississippi 
State  Board  of  Health,  who  also  spoke. 

interfaith  witness  director 
to  perform  Freemason  study 

ATLANTA  (BP)  —  The  diiec-  detoimine  whether  Ffeematooiy 
tor  of  the  Home  Misaon  Boeid’s  is  compatible  with  Phrigri^n  goc- 
Interfaith  Witness  Department  trine. 

will  take  a  thiee-month  leave  to  "Most  of  these  (anti-Masonic) 
produce  a  study  comparing  writers  have  used  Albert  Pike, 
Masonic  lodge  teachings  with  Albert  Mackey,  »n«t  others  who 
Christian  doctiuK.  basically  ate  writers  of  100  or  so 

Gary  Leazer,  director  of  the  years  ago,"  Leazer  said, 
department  since  1987,  will  be  "Modem  (Masonic)  writers 
personally  responsible  for  have  not  been  given  the  opportu- 
researching  and  writing  the  nity  to  respond,  and  I’m  going  to 
study,  said  Darrell  Robinson,  give  that  opportunity,"  he  said. 
HMB  vice  pierident  for  evange-  "It’s  going  to  be  a  balanced, 
lism.  "He  can  involve  otiiers  as  objective,  scholarly  study.” 
be  sees  fit"  Kteonic  lodges  in  the  United 

LcazCT,  who  has  been  with  the  States  have  some  3.5  million 
Interfaith  Witness  Department  members,  accordiiig  to  the  1992 
since  1979,  has  a  doctorate  in  EncydopMlia  Ammcana. 
philosophy  of  religion  from  At  least  three  denominations 
SoutfawMlem  Seminaty.  have  adopted  stances  against 

The  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  memberslup  in  Masonic  Lodges, 
tion  voted  for  the  study  dming  its  the  Lutheran  Chnrch-Missonri 
meeting  in  July  after  messenger  Synod,  the  Assemblies  of  God, 
James  "Larry"  Holly  made  a  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
motion  to  form  a  committee  to  America. 


Women’s  enrichment  conference 
set  in  San  Antonio,  March  5-7 


NA91VILLE  —  Women  across 
the  nation  will  be  better  equ^med 
to  meet  tfK  challenges  of  the  90s 
after  attending  a  National  Christ¬ 
ian  Women’s  Enrichmem  Confer¬ 
ence  March  5-7,  1993,  in  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  aponsoo  say. 

Reservations  are  beiitg  taken  for 
the  conference,  monsored  by  the 
Biqitist  Sunday  School  Board’s 
Family  Ministry  Department  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  in 
Birmingham.  Ala.  Registratioo  is 
hmited  to  about  1,500,  according 
to  Selma  Wilson,  the  Sunday 
School  Board’s  coonfinator  of  the 
event. 

The  conferenoe  win  ipeak  to  the 
needs  of  women  in  the  90s,  pto- 
ndmg  genenl  semkns  and  woak- 
Aope,  she  said.  TIk  wouM  who 


attend  the  conference  are  expected 
to  discover  ways  to  take  their  God- 
given  gifts  into  tiieir  family  life, 
the  cbimch,  the  workplace,  wd  the 
wodd,  ^filson  sakL 

Pwridpants  can  choose  from  30 
ttqrics  that  will  address  jpersonal 
and  spiritual  growth.  Some  of 
thorn  topics  indrade:  Superwoman 
Syndrome,  Living  tfuough  S«^ 
tion  or  Divorce.  Life-styles  wit¬ 
ness,  Dealmg  with  Negftive  Buto- 
tions.  Money  Managemem,  Over¬ 
coming  Depression,  Working 
through  <3rief.  Mothering  in  the 
90s,  Shopping  on  a  Budget, 
Women’s  Heidth  Issues,  and 
Pomognpfay  Awareness. 

Offithe  Fnnily  hfiniatry.DqNUt- 
ment  at  foe  Sun^  School  Dosed, 
yhviile^  T^^  (615)  251-2277 


Church  membership  study  shows  strong  SBC  presence 


NEW  YORK  (BP)  —  An  exten¬ 
sive  demognarfuc  study  of  cfamdt- 
es  rad  cfanra  membcmhip  in  the 
United  States  shows  Southern 
Statists  strong  in  numbers  of 
diurcbes.  numbers  of  adherents, 
and  geogiq)hic  presence.  ^ 

Stmdiem  are  among  the 

133^Judeo-Chnstian  church  bodies 
reporting  an  overall  total  of 
25^5,1.73  churches  with 
137,064,309  adherents  in  a  study 
bas^  on  the  1990  U.S.  census  and 
on  data  stmidied  by  die  paitic^t- 
ing  church  bodies. 

Martin  Bradley,  chairman  of  the 
study’s  operaticms  cmnmittee  and 
director  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board’s  Corporate  Han¬ 
ning  and  Research  department  in 
Naraville,  said  Soutnem  Baptist 
totals,  as  well  as  those  fm  some 
other  groups,  do  not  match  official 
membershq)  records.  Hgures  from 


the  study  generally  are  higher 
because  of  the  inclusion  of  per¬ 
sons  who  particqiate  but  are  not 
considered  full  members. 

Soudieni  Bqitist  adherents  are 
reported  in  2,514  of  the  3,105 
U.S.  counties.  County  totals  may 
reflect  persons  who  live  in  one 
county  but  worship  in  another, 
Bradley  noted. 

“Only  United  Methodists 
(2,965),  Catholics  (^5),  and 
Assemblies  of  God  |2F,575)  are 
more  geografdiically  ei^nded,” 
Bradley  observed.  k 
In  numbers  of  churches.  South¬ 
ern  Bmtists  lead  widi  3nS03.,  fbl- 
lowea  by  United  Methodists 
(37,238),  and  Cathotics  (22,441). 

Bradl^  said  Soutiiem  B^itiks 
are  most  dominant  in  numbers  of 
adherents  in  Mississippi  and 
Alabama,  where  about  three  of 
every  10  persons  are  identified  as 
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Southern  Baptists.  They  are 
strongly  dominant  in  10  other 
states:  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Sooth  Carolina,  Kentucky,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  Missouri,  Oklahoma, 
Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Georgia,  and 
Texas.  While  Southern  Baptists 
dominate  in  numbers  and  land 
area  in  Texas,  Catholics  are 
noticeably  strong  in  the  state, 
espedally  in  sooth  and  southwest 
counties,  be  added. 

McKiimey  cited  data  be  believes 
will  be  useful  in  outreach  and 
church  planting.  For  example, 
more  than  70%  of  the  popoh&on 
of  six  states  are  churched.  Those 
are  Utah  (80%),  Rhode  Island 
(77%),  North  Dakota  (76%), 
Alabama  (71%)  Louisiana  (71%), 
and  Mississq)pi  (70%). 

In  contrast,  the  study  indicates 
four  states  have  fewer  than  a  third 
of  die  pqnilation  cm  dnrefa  rolls. 


Those  are  Nevada,  Oregon,  and 
Alaska,  each  with  32%,  along 
with  Washington,  witii  33%. 

Among  the  pattic^ating  church 
bodies,  tte  IS  deiKMninations  with 
adherents  of  1  million  or  more 
accoum  for  f  1.6%  of  the  reported 
adherents. 

Other  bodies  among  those  hav¬ 
ing  the  largest  number  of  rq)otted 
adherents  are  the  Affican  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Zion  Church 
(1,142,016),  American  Baptist 
Churches  in  the  U.S.A. 
(1,873,731),  Assemblies  of  God 
(2,161,610),  Christian  (Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  (1,037,757), 
Christian  Churdies  arid  Church^ 
of  Christ  (1,213,188),  Qiurcb  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
(3,540,820),  Churches  of  Christ 
(1,681,013),  Episcopal  Church 
(2,445,^6),  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America  (5,226,798), 


Lutheran  Church  -  Missouri 
Synod  (2,603,725),  Presbyterian 
Church  (USA)  (3,553,335), 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
United  Church  of  Christ 
(1,993,459),  and  United  Methodist 
Church  (11,091,032). 

The  22  groups  with  adherents 
of  100,000  to  9W,999  accounted 
for  an  additional  4.9%.  Another 
80  groups  reporting  adherents 
account  for  1.2%.  Eleven  groups 
rq>otted  only  church  locations  but 
were  unable  to  estimate  adherents: 
Black  Baptists;  Congregational 
Quistian  Churches  not  part  of  any 
national  body;  independent, 
charismatic  churches;  indepen¬ 
dent,  non-cbarismatic  churches; 
and  Jewish  adherents  are  not 
denominations  or  fellowships  but 
account  for  12.2%.  of  the  adher¬ 
ents  in  the  United  States. 

1411118  writes  for  B^B. 


Louis  Moore:  Baptiits  are  not 
^Republican  party  at  prayer” 


^mpers  on  Mission  rendezvous  in  iiiinois 


Ten  RV  units  from  Mississippi  banded  together  recently  to  form  a  cara¬ 
van  to  Lincoin,  ili.,  where  they  joined  nearly  250  other  Christian  RV  own¬ 
ers  at  the  National  Campers  on  Mission  Hally.  The  campers  conducted 
worship  services  and  attended  seminars  on  the  campers  ministry  and  RV 
safety.  Mississippians  who  made  the  trip  included  (back  row,  from  left) 
Earl  Allen,  Grover  Donaldson,  Marilyn  and  Bud  Daughdriil,  Rea  Craft, 
Norma  an0  Charlie  Tudor,  Alton  Aired,  (middle  row,  from  leffi  M.L.  Sum¬ 
mers,  Frances  Allen,  Mary  Lou  Donaldson,  Josie  Summers,  Pete  Reeves, 
Billie  Bums,  Mickey  Moore,  Edith  Aired,  (from  row,  from  left)  Mattie  Ray, 
State  President  James  Ray.  Russell  Reeves,  Charlie  Craft,  and  Walter 
Moore. 

Breast  cancer  prevention 
study  seeks  local  women 


Has  die  Soudiero  Baptist  Om- 
vention  become  the  "Republican 
Party  at  prayer?” 

T^  question  has  surfaced  again 
in  the  wake  of  duirges  leveled  1^ 
some  fdlowing  the  convention  in 
hiriiana^iolis.  It  brings  back  ihemo- 
ries  of  a  similar  question  I  pon¬ 
dered  about  14  years  ago:  "Is  the 
Southern  Biqitist  Convention  the 
Democratic  raty  at  prayer?” 

In  the  late  19708,  the  link 
between  the  SBC  and  Democrats 
semned  overwhelming.  Among  the 
evidenoe: 

—  Many  in  the  SBC  kadeiship, 
especially  in  tiie  SBC  media,  d^ 
played  open  admiration  for  Bill 
Moyers,  then  more  noted  as  a  par¬ 
tisan  LBJ  Democrat  than  a  news 
commentator.  Moyers  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Southwestern  Seminary, 
Fort  Woftii,  was  once  news  direc¬ 
tor  of  that  school  and  was  consid¬ 
ered  by  many  SBC  leaders  then  as 
an  example  of  a  reiigioos  journal¬ 
ist 

—  Many  Southern  Baptists, 
including  top  leaders,  snowed 
unabashed  attraction  for  President 
Emmy  Carter.  In  fret,  sevmal  SBC 
leadm  then  were  so  enraptured 
with  Carter  that  ttey  woiked  non¬ 
stop  in  his  election  and  redection 

—  SBC  President  Jimmy  Alien 
(1978-79)  was  so  caught  iro  in  the 
Carter  presidency  that  when  the 
Iran  hostage  situation  arose,  he 
raced  to  Iran  to  try  and  become 
invdved  firsthand. 

The  link  between  Democrats  and 
Souffiem  Baptists  did  not  hem  in 
the  Carter  years  but  preceded  it  by 
many  decades.  As  late  as  the 
1950a,  our  beloved  denomination 
was  landlocked  in  Uk  Sooth  and 
very  much  oqNive  to  the  Sootii’s 
culture,  including  the  Southern 
wing  of  the  Democratic  PasQr. 

One  csoanple  trftitis  linkaga  was 
Brooks  Hays,  pnaideal  of  the  SBC 


in  1958-59  and  chairman  of  the 
Christian  Life  Commission  1956- 
57.  He  served  for  many  years  as  a 
Democrat  U.S.  congressman  from 
Arkansas. 

The  political  ^brages  in  the 
South,  dre  SBC,  and  the  country  as 
a  whole  are  all  well  documented. 
Horn  1980  to  1990  many  Southern 
Biqrtist  pastors,  hire  many  Ameri¬ 
cans,  switched  party  af^ation. 
But  even  now  there  is  a  strong 
minority  in  the  Convention  who 
are  Democrats,  offering  a  balance 
not  evident  previously. 

But  the  issue  is  really  not 
whedier  the  Southern  Biqitist  Coo- 
ventioo  diould  be  the  "R^blican 
Party  or  the  Democratic  Party  at 
pnq^.”  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lmd  and 
Savior  rad  reason  for  our  exis¬ 
tence  as  a  denomination,  was  nei¬ 
ther  a  RepubUcan  nor  a  Democrat 
Like  him,  we  as  a  denomination 
should  be  neither. 

God  revealed  himself  in  the  lives 
of  biblical  people  and  through 
Jesus  Christ  and  Htriy  Sermture  as 
a  God  of  princ^les  and  values  that 
supersede  any  political  power  and 
pa^.  Indeed,  strong  evidence 
exists  that  the  Southern  Baptist 
ConveiMion  is  neither  the  Rqmbh- 
cra  Party  nor  the  Democratic  Hufty 
at  prayer.  We  must  continue  to 
strrve  for  that  balance. 

Two  years  ago  an  invitatioo  to 
President  Bush  to  speak  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  in 
New  Orleans  fizzled  in  the  wake 
of  Bush’s  invitatioo  to  some  gay 
activists  to  attend  a  White  House 
ceremony.  On  biblical  princ^les, 
the  majesty  of  Southern  Bi^tists 
disagree  widii  stands  on  homosexu¬ 
ality  taken  by  gay  activists.  Borti 
was  invited  to  qpeak  at  tiw  1991 
convention  in  Atiaoia  after  assur¬ 
ing  SBC  leadets  he  had  heard  tiieir 
concerns,  but  the  Convention 
adt^led  a  resolutioo  deploring 
"the  lack  of  initiative  by  the  Pfosi^ 


dent  and  Congress  in  addressing 
the  continuing  abuses  of  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts.” 

Vice  Presideiit  Dan  Quayle  was 
invited  to  speak  this  year  because 
the  SBC  was  meeting  in  his  home¬ 
town,  IndiraapoTis,'  and  h^  had 
sbu^  out  SBC  leadets  to  assure 
them  that  he  is  listening  to  their 
concerns,  too. 

Quayle ’s  appearance  brought 
back  memories  of  my  first  imro- 
dnetion  to  Jimmy  Carter.  It  was  in 
ttie  SBC  pressroom  in  1974  in  Dri¬ 
bs.  Carter  was  diere  to  introduce 
dien  Vice  President  Gerald  Ford  at 
a  Brotherhood  Couunissioo  break¬ 
fast  (Home  hfission  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  Larry  Lewis  says  Carter 
declined  overtures  from  die  HMB 
to  make  a  ptesentation  during  the 
HMB’s  report  to  the  Convention 
in  Indianapolis.) 

At  times,  btUical  principles  wiU 
coincide  with  certain  aspects  of 
any  particular  political  party’s 
platform  or  actions,  as  many 
Christians  believe  is  h^pening 
ttxh^  with  the  Rqwblican  Patty’s 
platform  on  abortion.  At  other 
times,  biblical  ptincmles  wiU  etd- 
lide  with  a  particular  political 
party’s  ageikb.  Politicail  leaders 
should  never  be  able  to  assume 
that  such  support  for  one  plank 
means  unquestioned  backing  for 
another  plank  or  action  when  Wbli- 
cal  ptin^ries  are  violated. 

Ai  U.S.  citizens,  some  Southern 
Baptists  probably  alwi^  will  reg¬ 
ister  as  Rqmblicans  and  others  as 
Democrats.  But  when  we  pray,  it 
will  be  as  redeemed  people  who 
have  experienced  God  through 
Jesus  Christ  in  firsthand,  perso^ 
ways,  not  as  Republicans  or 
Democrats. 

Moure  b  rUrector  of  media  and 
products,  Christian  Life  Com- 
miitiin.  Nashville.  He  was  rcH- 
gion  editor  of  the  HOUSTON 
CHRONICLE,  1972  to  1986. 


JACKSON  —  Local  women  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  partic^ate  in 
a  rtmly  aiined  at  preventing  breast 
cancer  in  women  at  bigb  risk  for  the 
disease. 

Nfi8sissq>pi  women  who  v^un- 
teer  for  the  study  will  be  among 
16,000  women  in  the  United  Stales 
and  Canada  participating  in  the 
first  major  national  breast  cancer 
prevention  study.  A  Jackson  otKol- 
ogy  group  and  MBMC  will  com- 
and  track  information  on  load 
partic^rats  during  die  five-year 
triaL 

Wonoen  wiD  be  considesed  for  the 
study  if  diey  are  60  or  older  or  if  they 
are  at  feast  35  years  old  and  have 
adcfitioiMd  breast  cancer  risk  fictors. 


Half  of  the  volunteers  in  the 
study  will  take  twice  daily  doses  of 
tamoxifen,  a  synthetic  hormone 
which  has  proven  effective  in  the 
treatment  of  breast  cancer.  The 
other  volunteers  will  take  an  inac¬ 
tive  pill.  Women  participating  in 
the  study  will  be  in  the  trial  for  a 
totdl  of  five  years.  Their  health 
continue  to  be  tracked  indefi¬ 
nitely. 

For  more  information  about  the 
study  or  for  an  initial  eligibility 
evaloation,  caD  (601)353-3^5. 

The  study  is  being  conchicled  by 
the  Natio^  Surgical  Adjuvant 
Breast  and  Bowel  project  and  is 
MUd  by  the  U.  S.  National 
r  Institute.-  •'  •  ' 


Cooperative  Program  at  work...  ^ 

Mississippi  Baptist  camps  bring  CP  gifts  home 


There’s  an  activity  at  Camp 
Gaiaywa  in  Clinton,  a  similar 
one  at  Central  Hills  near 
Kosdttsko,  the  purpose  of  whidi 
epitmnizes  the  core  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Biqptist  Convention’s  missions 
success.  The  activity  is  called 
Adventure  Course.  It  takes  ^rls, 
in  obstacle  course  fashion,  from 
one  event  to  another.  At  each 
event  they  are  challenged  to  do 
their  personal  best,  not  just  for 
their  beneSt,  but  for  the  benefit  of 
their  entile  groiq^. 

‘These  cballmges  cannot  be  met 
by  die  individual’s  efforts  aJone,” 
said  Helen  Price,  Mississippi 
WMU’s  camp  director.  “All 
require  the  girls  to  help  one  anoth- 
o*.  Every  ct^enge  takes  commu¬ 
nication  and  cooperation.’’ 

And  that  is  not  uidike  the  work 
of  Southern  Baptists.  Just  as 
Canq>  Garaywa  a^  Central  Hills 
depend  on  the  support  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  to  provide 
week-long  camping  opportunities, 
the  Cooperative  Program  dqiends 
on  the  communication  ancLcoop- 
eration  among  Mississippi  Bsq>- 
dsts  and  their  churches. 

According  to  Paul  Harrell, 
Brotherhood  Department  ditectmr, 
Coopmadve  Program  funds  make 
ownership  of  Cratral  Ifills  possi- 
Ue,  as  well  as  provides  funds  to 
hire  staff  for  summer  Royal 
Ambassadm  camps. 

“Camp  Garaywa  is  owned  and 
OMrated  by  the  Mississippi 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  a^ 
WMU  is  fidly-fumted  by  Coopa- 
stive  Program  gifts,”  Price  said, 
“so  Camp  Garaywa  is  here 
because  of  the  allocations  churdi- 
es  make  toward  the  Cooperative 
Program  in  their  amnal  budgets.” 

It  seems  that  everything  at 
Camp  Garaywa  is  designed  to 
give  back  to  the  giv^,  multiplied. 
It  is  here,  as  at  Centtal  ifills,  that 
we  can  see  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  come  full  circle.  Think 
about  how  many  missionaries 
begin  their  testimony  with,  Tt  was 
at  GA  (or  RA)  camp  that  I  first 
felt  (jod  calling  me  to  the  misskm 
field.” 

“The  theme  for  Camp  (jamywa  is 


A  yovng  camper  studies  her 
Bible  lesson  in  a  quiet  spot  on  the 
Garaywa  campus. 

« 

missions  —  it  is  our  central  troth,” 
said  Price,  “and  what  is  missions 
widiout  the  Cooperative  Program.” 

While  each  challenge  on  the 
Adventure  Course  teat^s  com¬ 
munication  and  cooperation,  it 
also  builds  confidence  and  self¬ 
esteem,  as  wen  as  trust  and  fiddi 
in  others.  When  an  activity  is 
completed,  a  challenge  met,  a 
spiritual  truth  is  presented  that 
gives  deeper  meanmg  to  what  (he 
giris  have  attempted  and  accom- 
(diriied. 

Throughout  die  one-week  camp 
girls  are  shown,  through  mission  ~ 
and  BiUe  study,  how  Cooper¬ 
ative  Program  works.  They  learn 
how  the  Cooperative  Program 
funds  missions  and  sappotts  mis¬ 
sionaries  (along  with  missions 
offerings).  They  also  learn  the 
biblical  basis  for  the  study.  For 
example,  a  mission  study  on 
latchkey  children  in  Alabama  is 
acconqianied  by  a  BiUe  study  on 
“Servi^  the  Childien.” 

“Each  lesson  brings  it  back  to 
home,”  Price  said.  Pertuqis  some 
of  the  girls  are  latchkey  children 
themselves,  or  have  friends  who 
are. 

“(Xir  lessons  challenge  them  to 


By  Debbie  Baird  Buie 

return  to  theif  homes  and  discover 
the  needs  around  them  and  then 
meet  those  needs  by  doing  the 
deeds  necessary  to  minister,”  she 
added.  “The  entire  camp  Ingram 
is  based  on  the  theme  ‘Will  You 
be  the  One;  Neighborhood 
Needs/Neighboihood  Deeds.’” 

Thm  is  always  a  missionary  or 
two  in  residence  during  the  10- 
week  camp  summer.  Monday 
through  Thursday,  the  giris  spei^ 
an  inspiring  hour  with  them. 
There  is  also  swimming,  archery, 
crafts,  and  quiet  time  to  round  out 
the  week. 

In  10  weeks  at  Camp  Garaywa, 
Mississippi  Baptists  touch  the 
lives  of  more  than  2,500  girls 
through  their  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  allocatioos.  Add  that  to  the 
1,075  youths  and  children  who 
atteixl  six  weeks  of  camps  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Hills,  and  oat  will  understand 
how  his  gite  are  an  investment  in 
NGssissqipi’s  missioos  future. 

Like  on  the  Faithwalk  —  a 
nature  trail  Canq>  Garay^’s  girls 
follow  blindfolded,  guided  only 
by  verbal  instruction.  “There  is  a 
quritrod  application  to  everything 


we  do,”  Price  said.  “The  lesson  is 
that  during  their  journey  in  a 
Christian  life  they  are  goiiw  to  be 
impeded  by  things  that  win  slow 
them  down  or  attempt  to  get  them 
oft  the  path.  They  have  to  listen 
fmr  the  voice  of  the  Lord  and  trust 
him  to  lead  them  through  their 
journey  well.” 

“We  try  to  equip  them  for  diat 
whilb  they  are  here,”  she  said, 
“and  we  see  a  difference  from 
Mtmday  to  Friday.” 

Equif^ing  is  wink  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Progr^  is  all  about  —  equqv 
ping  missionaries  to  do  the  work 
God  has  called  them  to  at  home 
and  abto^  equiiq>ing  churdies  to 
make  a  difference  in  their  commu¬ 
nities,  and  equipping  people  of  all 
ages  to  minister  where  they  are.  . 

There  is  one  stop  on  Adventure 
Course  that  simply  consists  of  a 
circle  marked  on  tte  ground  and  a 
upturned  box  some  awi^  witfi 
a  rope  hanging  between.  The 
object  is  to  get  hold  of  the 
wmiout  ste{q>ing  out  of  the  dtcle 
the  to  swing  over  to  the  box  with¬ 
out  touching  the  ground  in 
between.  All  14  cabin  males  must 


Pirt  Of  lio  Aivonhirt  Coono  at  Garaywa  raquires  all  14  cabin  mates  to 
cooperate  in  swinging  from  a  circle  marked  on  the  ground  to  an  upturned 
box  some  feet  away.  The  challenge  illustrates  the  necessity  of  being 
equipped  as  Christians  for  the  task  of  taking  the  gospel  to  the  world. 


A  Garaywa  eonnsolor  prepares  a 
camper  for  the  “Highway  to  Heav¬ 
en,”  part  of  the  Adventure  Course, 
it  teaches  girts  how  to  put  com¬ 
plete  trust  in  the  strength  of  the 
harness  and  cable  on  which  they 
glide.  Parallel  to  that  lesson  is 
putting  trust  in  God  to  be  led  along 
the  straight  and  narrow  way. 

make  it  over  carrying  a  bucket  of 
water  which  cannot  qxU.  The  les¬ 
son  is  that  we  have  a  task  that 
requires  ue  to  be  eqoipned  as  wdl 
as  challenged,  but  it  takes  cooper¬ 
ation  to  accomplish  (be  task. 

The  box  lepreseiKs  an  isrriated 
place  where  no  one  has  heard  the 
gospel,  and  unless  the  obstacles 
and  difficulties  can  be  overcome, 
(hey  will  never  know  Jesus  Christ 
Perhaps  that  roM  hangii^  in  the 
middle  is  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  —  each  Baptist  is  chal¬ 
lenged  to  get  hold  Of  it  to  teach 
the  world  for  the  Lord.  Ask  any 
little  giri  who  has  swung  from  die 
circle  to  the  upturned  box.  It 
requires  a  lot  of  cooperation. 

B^  is  a  fredaace  writer  Uv- 
ing  in  Vicfcsburg. 


Thelma  Casey  shines  through  lifers  adversities... 


Thelma  Cmey  is  a  phiciqr  woman, 
confined  to  a  wheelchair  at  the 
Southaven  Health  Oeroer.  Her  left 
side  became  compieidy  paialb^zed  in 
1971,  and  tbc  has  been  in  nursing 
homes  for  19  of  her  68  years. 

Thelma’s  life  as  a  child  was  far 
from  easy.  Her  father  was  a  share¬ 
cropper  in  (3oldwaSer,  and  her  moth¬ 
er  (ued  when  Thelma  was  six. 
Besides  her,  foere  were  a  tfaree-year- 
(4d  son  and  a  aeven-week-old  baby 
giiL  Wet  modier  died  of  Mood  poi- 
soning  a  few  weeks  after  the  baby’s 
birdi. 

Thelma’s  grandmother  took  the 
baby  gill,  and  though  she  never  tidd 
anytx^,  little  Th^a  \Kpt  asking 
herself,  “Why  didn’t  Grandmottier 
take  me,  loo?”  She  really  didn’t  have 
a  childhood;  she  was  shifted  from 
“piDartopost” 


She  lived  with  an  aunt  and  uncle 
for  two  years  when  she  was  in  the 
second  and  third  grades,  lias  was 
really  not  a  (rieasant  arrangement 
because  Thdma  frit  that  she  was  an 
unwdcome  burdea  Her  aunt  did  not 
get  up  in  the  mornings,  so  Thelma 
bad  to  set  the  alarm  dock,  get  her 
own  breakfast,  and  try  to  get  to 
school  on  time. 

During  the  two  years  widi  her  aunt 
and  uncle,  Thelma’s  daddy  and 
brother  did  riot  go  to  see  her  a  single 
tune.  She  often  would  ay  heoelfto 
sleep  at  night,  wishing  that  they 
woidd  come.  Rom  a  dirianoe  of  60 
years,  Tbdma  says,  “Rom  the  time 
my  mama  died  until  I  married, 
ndxxly  leaDy  loved  me  —  at  least  I 
frit  diat  way.” 

Soon  Thrima  decided  to  go  back 
and  live  wife  her  daddy,  skpmother 


By  Ind j  Whittan 

andthefivedddreniniheirboose- 
hoU  Thdma  had  to  woik  very  hard. 
She  carried  waier,  took  care  of  the 
children,  and  washed  and  ironed. 
She  tried  to  go  to  school  but  could 
not  b^in  each  fril  until  all  (he  cot¬ 
ton  was  picked.  She  bad  no  school 
books  arid  had  great  difiBculty  bor¬ 
rowing  books  fron  her  classmates. 
She  began  the  9th  grade,  but  decided 
not  to  centime. 

Tbebna  married  at  the  age  of  16, 
partly  to  get  aww  from  home.  Her 
husband  was  a  ^  Christian  man 
and  tfiey  bad  five  children.  When 
the  fifth  child  was  bom,  she  had 
blood  poisoning,  similar  to  her 
mother’s  case.  Ha.  husband  prayed 
that  God  would  let  ha  live,  but  ha 
daddy  said,  “There’s  i»  use  to  pray. 
She  will  die  just  like  her  mother 
did.” 


Thelma’s  daddy  was  of  a  rdigious 
persuasion  (hat  b^rtism  and  good 
works  were  the  key  to  getting  to 
heaven.  When  Thdiiu  was  14,  he 
said,  “ft’s  about  time  you  were  bap¬ 
tized  tnd  tried  to  live  a  good  life,  and 
just  maybe  you  can  ga  to  heaven 
where  your  mama  is.”  Her  daddy 
didn’t  know  bow  to  tell  ha  about 
Jesus,  and  that  He  is  the  only  way  to 
Heavea 

Beginoitig  with  ha  paralj^is  in 
1971,  Thelma  was  on  me  brink  of 
death  at  least  six  times.  Once  she 
was  in  imensive  care  for  two  moiahs 
and  the  doctors  could  not  give  the 
frmily  any  hope  that  she  wo^  live. 
“But  God  had  otha  ideas,”  Thelma 
says  with  a  trumphant  smile. 

“The  strain  on  my  husbarxl  was 
great  and  in  1975,  hie  took  his  own 
life,”  ahe  said  as  ha  fiwe  douded. 


Tbehrur  Cas^  is  a  “moving  spirit” 
(by  wheelchair)  arourid  the 
Southuven  Oeosa.  She  keept  active 
and  tries  to  encourage  others.  She 
reads  and  writes  leftro  and  talks  to 
those  around  ha  about  Jesus.  She  is 
somewhat  of  a  “crusada,”  wiitit|g  a 
letter,  to  the  govema  of  Misgissqipi 
telling  him  of  the  great  need  to 
enlarge  fadliries  in  Imme.  She 
proudly  displays  the  governor’s 
reply. 

Riends  and  family  (rfTheInra  are 
amared  at  how  rile  takes  ha  condi- 
doa  Ha  rqdy  is,  “God  is  my  refuge 
and  stren^.  I  am  in  this  nursing 
home  finding  out  why  God  let  me 
live.” 

Whataviciocyl 

Whitten  and  her  husband, 
Charles,  are  volunteer  prayer 
ooordhurim  at  MBCB. 


July  23, 1992 
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ZIMBABWE  EXPERIENCE 

By  Julia  Otis  . 

Calvary  Church,  Tupelo^ 

In  March,  seven  of  us  went  to  Zirribabwe  to  lead 
conferences  at  an  associational  Woman's  Mission¬ 
ary  Union  training  retreat.  Teams  of  leaders  came 
from  all  over  Zimbabwe  to  the  camp  out  of  Gweru 
in  the  center  of  the  country.  I  led  the  conference  for 
"little  helpers"  (Mission  Friends)  leaders. 

There  were  seven  leaders  in  my  conference:  five 
who  spoke  Shona  as  their  first  language  and  two 
who  spoke  Ndebele.  All  of  them  understood 
English  but  some  spoke  it  better  than  others. 

From  the  very  beginning  I  was  impressed  by  how 
helpful  and  kind  these  women  were.  They  were 
really  patient  with  me  the  whole  weekend.  Twice, 
one  of  them  stopped  what  was  going  on  and 
explained  something  in  Shona  to  the  one  woman 
who  spoke-the  least  English  and,  also,  to  help  the 
others  understand  more  clearly.  The  two  who 
spoke  Ndebele  listened  quietly  even  though  they 
did  not  understand  any  more  than  I  did  what  was 
being  said. 

When  we  were  making  Japanese  fans  and  lanterns, 
those  who  caught  on  easily  Just  naturally  turned  to 
those  who  needed  help.  The  same  helpfulness  was 
shown  when  we  were  making  posters  for  them  to 
use  as  they  trairied  leaders  In  the  churches  In  their 
associations. 

I  was  glad  to  see  leaders  acting  as  we  teach 
preschoolers  to  act.  It  was  easy  to  tell  that  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  were  a  natural  part  of  these 
women's  lives  and  that  what  they  had  heard, 
preached,  and  taught  were  important  to  them. 

I  am  thankful  for  women  in  Zimbabwe  who  teach 
little  children  that  Cod  loves  them.  For  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  first  taught  the  women  amJ  their  par¬ 
ents,  and  for  Southern  Baptists  who  sent  the  mis¬ 
sionaries.  I  am  thankful  for  the  Mississippi/Zimbab¬ 
we  Partnership  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  to 
meet  and  work  with  these  WMU  leaders. 


CENTRAL  HILLS  BAPTIST  RETREAT 
SUMMER  CAMP  STAFF,  1 992 


Ictund 


Lalt  to  Right;  nm  Row:  CMis  Coclwan.  Hictiory;  Stephen  Miy,  QuNnwn;  Bi«y  Jack  WhH*.  KoKkNto;  Jon  Cooper.  J«*aon;  BaMwtl,  Carrot 
ton;  HaathCXMper.Phladeiphia;  Todd  WMklna.Koaciuafco  (Food  Service  Okaclor);  Second  Row:  Roddy  Reed,  Ediwards;  Kevin  Earneat,  Brandon; 
Jivnie  Ramaga,  Koaciueko;  PMip  Alan,  Brooklyn;  Lae  Slapp.  Jackson;  KeMh  HoN,  Weal  (Makaononce  Aaeietant);  Andy  PMman.  Tupelo  (Program 
AsaMwM);  Oan  West  Koedusko  (Manager);  ThirdRoo*:  OoroBiy  Porte,  Sale  (Food  Servtoe);  June  Shaw.  Eupora(SeniofVoluntaer);  Pearl  Fer¬ 
re*.  BrooMMven  (Senior  Volunteer);  Peggy  Tyler,  Koackieko  (Secretary);  Frankie  Sue  Power,  Wak  (Senior  Volunteer);  Agnee  Worre*.  Ackeman 
(Senior  Volunlaer);  Fourttiftow:  Tim  Smith.  Ecru;  Johnny  Thomae,  Lena;  Dorodry  Malett.  West  (Food  Service);  Leeie  Luckett,  Carthage  (Food 
Servtee);  Johnnie  Ervfcig.  Weet  (Food  Senrice);  Mae  Bertha  Seiare,  West  (Food  Service);  Lave*  Wore*.  Ackerman  (Senior  Vokmtaer);  George  Far- 
re*.  Brookheven  (Senior  Voluniser);  FWiRow:  Marty  IMerd,  PIckane;  Brent  Richordson,  Koackjoko;  Paul  Rogera,  Laurel;  Thomas  CaKioun, 
MendenhaN;Jorei  Wade.  Laurel;  Josh  WrIghLWeaaon;  Paul  Love.  Wael;  SixBiRoar.  Steven  Maughan,  Coidwalar;  John  Wkwcott.  PrenUes;  Corey 
Tutor.  Pontotoc;  Roan  Crain,  Frank*nton,  La.;  Stacey  Davie.  Morton;  Aahlay  Hood.  Canton;  Dwayne  Parker.  Laurel;  Curtle  Power,  Weir  (Senior  VoF 
uraeer);  NotPtotured:  Scott  W*eon,  Clinton;  C.  E.  HunL  BoaelerCIty.  La.  (Senior  VOkmtBer);  Clao  Hunt,  Boeeier  City,  La.;  Kevin  McLeod.  Acker- 
man;  Kent  MwahMI.  VIckatxirg;  Kart  Koch.  Blue  Mountain;  Betty  HHI.  West  (Food  Service):  Maggie  Crenshaw.  LoulavMe  (Senior  Volunteer);  Sara 
Ward.  LoulBvMe  (Senior  Volunleer). 


Student  staffers  at  Central  Hills  are  assigned  to  work  as  counselors,  activity  instructors  aiKl  opera¬ 
tions  workers.  The  senior  adult  volunteers  are  assigned  to  work  in  maintenance,  food  service,  the 
hand  crafts  shop,  the  snack/souvenir  shop  and  other  roles.  Our  food  service  workers  are  local  people 
who  live  at  home. 


/n  addition  to  these  students,  senior  adults,  food  service  workers  and  regular  staffers  other  volunteers 
have  worked  one  week  at  a  time  as  volunteer  counselors.  Six  volunteer  counselors  are  needed  for 
each  week  of  summer  camp. 


or  information  on  becoming  a  volunteer,  contact: 


Dan  Manager 
P.  O.  Box  723 

Koacluako,MS  39090-0723 
(601)200-9730 


For  more  information  on  how  you  can  participate 
in  the  Zimbabwe-Mississippi  Partnership,  contact 
Bill  Hardy  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530 
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HE  CHURCH  RENEWAL  JOURNEY 
NEW  TESTAMENT  EXCITEMENT 


tyl /hen  renewed  lay  people  become  excited  about  God  and  His  presence  widi 
w  V  them,  they  understand  the  true  meaning  of  Acts  2:46-47,  "Arxl  they,  continuing 
daily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking  bread  from  house  to  house,  did  eat 
their  meat  with  gladness  aitd  singleness  of  heart.  Praising  God,  and  having  favor  with 
all  people.  And  the  Lord  added  to  the  church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved."  Contin¬ 
uing  daily  in  one  accord  in  the  "marketplace,"  praising  God,  and  ministering  to  peo¬ 
ple  along  the  way,  is  the  goal  of  our  Church  Renewal  Journey.  When  renewed  people 
become  excited  about  God,  they  are  more  willing  to  make  a  commitment  to  become 
mvfiSved  in  the  life  of  the  church.  Wouldn't  you  like  to  have  more  new  life  and  more 
commitment  in  your  church? 

Church  Renewal  is  not  a  one-time  weekend  experience  for  the  church.  It  is  a  Jour¬ 
ney  Into  Lifestyle  Evangelism  and  Ministry.’  It  Is  the  Great  Commission  fleshed  out 
in  the  daily  lives  of  God's  people.  As  we  go  about  our  daily  lifestyle,  we  are  to  tell  the 
good  news  about  Jesus  and  minister  to  those  with  whom  we  come  in' contact. 


A  J  ississippi  Church  Renewal  Coordinators  led  weekend  ministries  in  34  churches 
/vl  in  1991.  For  more  information,  contact  the  Brotherhood  Department. 


C 


HURCH  RENEWAL  FELLOWSHIP  OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT 
VICE  PRESIDENT 
*  SECRETARY 


BOB  PIPKIN 
SAM  DEES 
GENE  BOBO 


CHURCH  RENEWAL  SPECIALIZED  TRAINING  CONFERENCES 
Saturday^  9  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 


August  8, 1 992 
August  15,  1992 


First  Baptist  Church  •  Hattiesburg 
First  Baptist  Church  •  Grenada 


Conferences  will  be  conducted  for  the  following  areas: 

•  Renewal  Coordinators  •  Adult  Team  Members 

•  Youth  Coordinators  *  •  Youth  Team  Members 

4  -  •  Children's  Workers 


Selecting  your  ministry 
in  the  Marketplace  3 

FIMLST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI  ' 

November  9f  L  992  -  V  -  :  f 

I.*00^6:45p»m,  J 

■  *  :  ^  s  V 

rhe  purpose  of  the  Lay  Missions  Conference  is  to  help 
explore  ways  to  extend  Christ's  Kingdom  through  the 
conc^  of  Marhelplace  Ministry,  ffwe  are  to  win  Mississppi 
and^  uxxfkt  to  Jesus  in  our  generation,  it  is  s^nificant  that 
each  pf  m  become  marketplace  ministers. 

; A'' 

RMRSOmimES 


Bruce  tmd  taura  AOen 
C^enterviOe,  Georgia 


i  i 


BnMX  fvator,  evangdi^  Laura  —  Freelance  writer,  con- 
churdi  8tiuier,'forfner  Asandate'  ference  speaker,  student  mis- 
Director  of  Evangdism  siohary,  US-2er,  BSU  director, 

(Geoi^)  home  missionary,  first  national 

evangelisni  constant  for 
women  (HMB) 


Texas 


■  . 


r,  fogitoiogist, 

ladSSstL  reooadtad'f*ofes8k>i^  aiKl 


'v'p  > . 
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SEMINARY  EXTENSION 

Jack  £uhningham  from  the  Seminary  Extension  Defiartment,  Nashville,  Tenn.  recently  shared  the  fol¬ 
lowing  information  during  a  Seminary  Extension  Update  meeting  held  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board. 

Mississippi  dected  the  first  director  o/"  Seminary  Extension  in  die  Southern  Baptist  Convention  in  1951. 
The  first  classes  met  in  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  Building  located  in  what  is  now  the 
Heber  Ladner  Building  across  from  the  capital. 

Mississippi  now  has  33  Extension  Centers  with  17  of  these  centers  currently  offering  classes.  The 
1992-93  catalogues  are  available  through  theCooperadve  Missions  Department.  Simply  call  or  write 
Richard  Brogan,  Consultant,  Cooperative  Missions  Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  fackson,  MS  39205- 
0530;  Phone:  (601)968-3800,  extension  3961. 


Mass  Evangelism  Seminar  for 
Mississippi  Church  Leaders 

A  mass  evangelism  seminar  for  Mississippi  church 
leaders  is  schooled  for  Aug.  20-21  at  the  Baptist 
Building  in  Jackson. 

Sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  and  the  Honne  Mission  Board,  the  meeting  will 
teach  such  topics  as  ways  to  attract  non-attenders 
through  special  evangelistic  events,  ways  to  plan  an 
exciting  music  program,  and  ways  to  put  freshness  in 
an  evangelistic  invitation. 

Registration  is  to  be  made  through  the  MBCB's  Evan¬ 
gelism  Department,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205  by  August  15.  Cost  is  $15  per  person  which 
includes  materials  and  two  meals.  Registrants  make 
their  own  overnight  accommodations. 

The  program  begins  at  noon  on  Aug.  20  and  con¬ 
cludes  at  noon  the  next  day. 

Speakers  include  Richard  Harris,  director  of  the  Mass 
Evangelism  Department  of  the  Home  Mission  Board, 
Thad  Hamilton,  associate  director  of  the  Mass  Evange¬ 
lism  Department  of  the  HMB;  Ralph  Smith,  pastor  of 
Hyde  Park  Church,  Adstin,  Tex.;  Charles  Harvey  Sr., 
adjunct  professor  at  New  Orleans  Seminary;  J. 

Garland  McKee,  director  of  the  Evangelism  Depart¬ 
ment  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  and 
James  Fanchec  consultant  In  the  Evangelism  Depart¬ 
ment  at  the  MBCB. 
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Rirhard  Harris 

• 

Thad  Hamilton 

Ralph  Smith 


Charles  Harvey 


Mississippi  Prayergram 
July  23  -  August  6, 1 992  I' 

Keep  praying  for  Hong  Kong  as  they  approach  1997 
and  become  a  part  of  China.  Pray  that  the  Chris¬ 
tian  churches  will  take  every  opportunity  to  evangelize 
and  nurture  believers  during  these  days. 

Pray  that  a  well  can  be  dug  on  the  hospital  com¬ 
pound  in  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria.  There  have  been 
problems  in  getting  this  done  and  clean,  clear  water  is 
greatly  needed. 

Pray  for  six  different  places  in  the  Tashkent  (capital 
city  of  Uzbekistan,  Commonwealth  of  Independent 
States  of  the  Former  Soviet  Union)  area  where  gospel 
meetings  are  being  held.  Ask  God  to  call  out  career 
and  associate  workers  to  plant  churches  anrang  the 
Koreans  who  live  there. 

Pray  for  the  seven-state  convocation  of  the  Miss. 

River  Ministry  to  be  held  at  the  Eudora  Baptist 
Church,  Memphis,  Tenn,,  August  7-8, 1992. 

Pray  for  the  Baptist  Church  Getsemine  and  the  pas¬ 
tor,  George  Pringle  (son-in-law  of  Dr.  Herbert 
Caudill,  who  spent  time  in  a  Cuban  prison).  The 
church  was  burglarized  at  the  end  of  April  1 992,  and 
sound  equipment  was  taken. 

Pray  for  Lisa  .Chilson,  a  Mission  Service  Corps  mis¬ 
sionary,  serving  as  associate  director  of  the  East 
Seventh  Street  Baptist  Ministry  in  New  York,  N.Y.,  in  a 
housing  project  on  the  Lower  East  Side.  Pray  for  a 
team  of  workers  to  help  her,  and  one  or  two  people  to 
be  called  to  start  a  church  In  the  project. 

Pray  that  Mississippi  Baptists  will  be  supportive  of 
students  of  their  churches  who  will  be  entering  col¬ 
lege  this  fall.  The  State  Department  of  Student  Work 
suggest  a  special  worship  service  during  August  with 
the  emphasis  "1992:  On-To-College  Emphasis." 

Pray  for  activities  held  at  the  Gulfshore  Baptist 
Assembly  that  they  may  be  a  time  of  fellowship, 
worship  and  training. 

Continue  to  pray  for  Zimbabwe  and  the  Mississippi-  ^  ‘ 
Zimbabwe  Partnership.  Requests  continue  to 
come  for  people  from  all  fields  "go  over  and  help 
them."  A  late  request  was  for  three  brick  layers  and  a 
carpenter  for  a  church  in  the  interior  of  the  country 
near  Gokwe. 


Mississippi  Baptist 
Prayer  Line 
969-PRAY 


Featuring 

BrUm  Harbour,  Pastoi;Bi:6  Baptist  Church, 

Richardson,  Texas 

JhH  Horry,  PastOT,  Rrst  Baptist  Churdt,  Orlando,  Florida 
D.  G.  McCoury,  Part-time” consultant  in  tiie  Pastoral 

Leadership/Administratkm  Section  of  the  Church 
Administratmn  Department,  Baptist  Sunday  Sduxd 
Board,  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Graham  StttiBt,  Director,  Church  Music  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


Third  Annual 
School  for  Pastors 

AND  Wives 

August  6-7, 1992 


Special  Women's  Seminars  Led  By 
Betty  Baggott,  a  firee-lance  writer,  retreat  leader,  lecturer, 
wife  of  the  pastoi^  Hrst  Baptist  Church, 
Krmingham,  Alabama. 

/eri  Bemiett,  Instructor  in  Home  Econcnnics  and  Physical 
Education  at  Mississippi  Ccdkge, 

Clinton,  Mississif^L 


1992 

ADULT 


Mississippi  Ccdlege 
ht  cooperation 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries, 
Simday  School  and  Church  Music  Departments 
of  the 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


For  re^tmtion  information  contact 

The  Church  AdministratUm-Pastoral  Ministries  Department 

•  MBCB  •  (601)%8-3800,  extension  3905,  or 

The  Continuing  Education  Department  •  Mississippi  College 

•  P.  O.  Box  4185  •  Clinton,  MS  39058*  (601)925-3000. 


ober  23-24, 191^. 
'cxxls  Baptist  Chufech 


Jackson,  Miss 


Walk  where  Jesus  walked 
step  by  step 


^  The  FOREIGN 
EMISSION 
m BOARD 
W  Is  lookiitg 
for  a  few  good 
teachers. 


Christians  strive  to  walk  as  Jesus  did  (1  John 
2:6).  Following  His  pattern  requires  that  we 
know  His  life  and  teachings,  as  portrayed  in  the  New 
Testament. 


J^  tep  by  Step  Throughdhe  New  Testament  iUumi-y 
O  nates  the  account  of  Jesus  and  the  struggles  and 
victories  of  the  early  church.  This  13-session  LIFE 
course  surveys  the  New  Testament,  providing  a 
framework  for  understanding  and  interpreting  it. 

The  course  also  leads  believers  to  apply  the  timeless 
truths  of  the  New  Testament  to  life. 


Actually,  the  FMB  is  only  helping  Baptists 
i^amake  contacts  with  foreign  schools  so  ' 
that  the  Baptists  can  help  minister  in  for¬ 
eign  countries  and  help  the  missionaries 
there. 

For  instance,  Uzbekistan  needs  106 
English  language  teachers  to  work  there 
for  minimum  one  year  periods.  The  Chris¬ 
tian  Academy  in  Tokyo,  Japan,  needs  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  teachers  and  staffers  for  up  to  four- 
year  terms.  Other  countries  such  as  Ger¬ 
many.  Saudi  Arabia,  Kuwait.  Egypt.  Jordan. 
Korea,  Peru,  Colombia,  Ecuador,  all  need 
teachers  for  various  programs.  And  a  num¬ 
ber  of  schools  for  missionaiy  children  are 
in  need  of  teachers. 


GUEST  CLINICIAN 

Mark  Blankenship 
sukant,  Church  Music  Depar 
Baptist  Sunday  ^hool  B^n 


SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY,  October  23,  1992 

7:00  p.m . Welcome  and  Choirs  Sing 

9:30  p.m . . . Dismiss  for  the  night 


XT  7  alk  where  Jesus  walked  and  learn  of  Him. 
f  r  Step  by  Step  Through  the  New  Testament 
resources  include  a  member’s  book  (item  760S1-12),  a 
leader’s  guide  (item  7610-12),  and  optional  video¬ 
tapes  (item  8641-22).  Order  from  a  Baptist  Book 
Store  or  from  the  Customer  Service  Center;  127 
Ninth  Avenue,  North;  Nashville,  TN  37234;  1^00- 
458-2772.  '  T 


SATURDAY,  October  24,  1992 

9:00  a.m . Choirs  Sing 

(warm  up  rooms  will  be  available 
Saturday  at  8:15  a.m.) 
Noon . . . Dismiss 


rhe  FMB's  Baptists  Living  Abroad  and  - 
their  Tentmaker  programs  is  not 
involved  with  the  employment  of  teachers 
but  helps  make  contacts  for  such. 

For  details,  contact: 

Carol  J.  Clarke  of  the 
International  Service 
Dept.  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  P.O.  Box  6767,  j 

Richmond,  VA  23230- 
0767;  Phone 

(804)  353-0151,  ext.  472. 


For  registration  form  and  other 
information  please  contact: 

L.  Graham  Smith,  Director 

Church  Music  Department 

MBCB,  P.O.  Box  530 

Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

Phone:  (601)968-3800,  extension  3867 


Disopleship 

training 


Sunday  School  Department  lists 
churches  with  sustained  growth 

dance  increase  are;  BOLIVAR: 
Calva^,  Cleveland;  COPIAH; 
Antioch;  NORTHWEST:  Coldwa- 
ter,  First,  Evansville,  Longview 
Heights,  Mt  Zion  DeSoto;  GULF 
COAST:  Michael  Memorial; 
HINDS-MADISON:  Madison, 
First,  Morrison  Heights,  Wyn- 
ndale;  ITAWAMBA:  New  Home; 
JACKSON:  East  Moss  Point,  Hur¬ 
ley,  Lilly  Orchard,  VanCleave, 
First;  JONES:  Salem  Heights, 
West  Ellisville;  LAUDERDALE: 
Collinsville,  First,  Northcrest; 
LEBANON:  Hattiesburg,  First; 
LEE:  Belden,  Verona,  First; 
LEFLORE:  Christ;  LINCOLN: 
Southway:  LOWNDES:  Canaan; 
PEARL  RIVER:  Pine  Grove: 
PONTOTOC:  Friendship;  PREN¬ 
TISS:  Thrasher,  RANKIN:  Bran¬ 
don,  First,  Crossgates;  SCOTT: 
Homewood;  UNION  COUNTY: 
Hillcrcst;  WASHINGTON:  River- 
port;  WAYNE;  Calvary,  Waynes¬ 
boro;  WINSTON;  Wess  Chapel. 


“Sustained  commitment  to  the  HINDS-MADISON:  Flag  Chapel, 
tttiOT  to  ms  tec^  doctorate,  basics  of  Sunday  School  work  First,  Jackson,  Morrison  Heights; 

I  also  remvM  TO  master  of  enables  churches  to  show  consis-  ITAWAMBA:  New  Home; 

“*  tent  growth,”  according  to  Keith  JACKSON:  R.  Bayou,  First,  Van- 

ogy  degree  m  1985  fiom  the  Wilkinson,  Sunday  School  Qeave;  JONES,  Ellisville,  First, 
y-  Department  director,  Mississippi  Salem  Heights;  LA-FA YETTE: 

o  tewtdone,  Debra  Heard  Baptist  Convention  Board.  New  Hope;  LAUDERDALE: 

wife  of  Lloyd  in  and  fellow  xhe  Sunday  School  Department  Northcrest;  LEAKE:  Madden; 

’d  graduate,  received  the  recently  released  a  list  of  46  Mis-  LEBANON;  Providence,  Temple, 
of  divinity  deme  m  reli-  sissqipi  churches  which  have  sus-  Hattiesburg;  LEE:  Harrisburg; 
ducation  in  1983  ^d  the  tained  five  consecutive  years  of  LEFLORE:  Christ;  LINCOLN: 

)f  education  d^ree  in  1990,  Sunday  School  enrollment  Easthaven;  LOWNDES:  Canaan, 
m  Southern  (where  else?).  increase,  and  35  churches  with  Mt.  Vernon;  MONTGOMERY: 

[Je,  spokesman  for  the  semi-  five  consecutive  years  of  Sunday  First,  Winona;  NESHOBA: 

I  confident  that  the  Lloyrfe  School  attendance  increase.  ‘  Grace;  PANOLA:  Pope;  PONTO- 
5  record  for-most  degrees  in  Onirches  with  five  consecutive  TOC:  Friendship,  Green  Valley; 
ifly*  years  of  Sunday  School  enroll-  PRENTISS:  Candler,  Thrasher; 

!  degrees  in  a  family  would  ment  increase  (by  association)  are:  RANKIN:  Brandon,  Itet,  Cross- 
5  uncommon,  but  nine  ALCORN:  Wheeler  Grove;  gates.  First,  Florence;  SCOTT: 

!?  Yes,  that  is  very  uncom-  bOUVAR;  Boyle,  First,  Calvary,  Forest,  Homewood,  Liberty; 
he  Uoyds  have  been  very  Cleveland;  CHICKASAW:  SIMPSON:  Macedonia:  SMITH: 
tve  alumni,  too,”  he  said.  Amity;  COPIAH:  New  Zion,  First,  Taylorsville;  TIPPAH:  Har- 
significancc  of  the  Lloyd  Rocky  Hill;  NORTHWEST:  CoW-  mony.  West  Ripley;  WAYNE: 
to  the  B^tist  way  of  life  -  water.  First,  Lake  Forest,  Calvary,  Waynesboro, 
t  end  with  their  manifold  Longview  Heights;  GULF  Churches  with  five  consecutive 
.however.  COAST:  Michael  Memorial;  years  of  Sunday  School  atten- 

d  Sr.,  now  90  years  of  age  __ 

I  I  Report  says  child  poverty 

rising,  worst  in  the  South 


may  have  had  more  interests  as  a  ble  65  years.  Lloyd  fe.  was  recently 
student  than  just  making  good  honored  on  his  20di  amiiveisary  as 
grades.  pastor  of  Hrst  Church  in  StarkviUe. 

*T  met  my  wife  there,”  he  pointed  Gretta  Uoyd  has  been  a  special 
out  instructor  at  the  Nigerian  Baptist 

Gretta  Johnson  Lloyd  earned  die  Theological  Seminary  in  Ogbo- 
master  of  rdigious  education  degree  mosho,  Nigeria,  and  will  return 
fiom  the  seminary  in  1954.  ifaeie  soon  dong  widi  her  hudiand. 

So  when  Lloyd  m  began  coolem-  who  will  also  serve  on  the  fiamlty. 
plating  ^  seminary  choices  after  She  is  known  around  Mississippi 
finishing  at  Samford  College  in  for  her  activism  in  WMU  and 
Alabdtti,  one  institulioo  obvioudy  cfautdi  music  jirqjects. 
carried  a  lot  of  weight  He  chose  Lloyd  III  is  pastor  of  Upton 
SoatfaerrL  Woukl  he  have  been  dis-  Church  in  Upton,  Ky.,  and  Ifebra 
owned  otherwise?  Lloyd  is  an  acfiunct  professor  in  the 

”I  better  not  answer  that,”  he  School  of  ReUgious  Educatioo  at 
npbed.  Southern  Seminary. 

*1  was  bom  in  Louisville  while  Llqydinhasasini|deeiqdanatioo 
Dad  was  finishing  up  tus  Tb.D.  at  fin’  his  fimily  toIs  such  a  qie- 
the  seminary.  Many  of  die  faculty  dal  bond  with  the  schod. 
members  at  Samford  were  fiom  the  ”It  is  more  than  a  seminary.  It  is  a 
seminaiy.  There  was  no  reason  not  cherished  place,”  he  said. 

Dniester  missionary  to  Grermany 
finHa  service  “spiritually  rewarding^ 

By  Thoaus  Jaadesoa 

I  recently  returned  from  Ger-  doubled  in  siae.  It  was  a  joy  to  see 
matqr  where  I  aeived  as  a  semester  new  kids  each  week.  To  see  young 
missionary  volunteer  through  people  gtowiog  in  Christ  and  inier- 
■||[■■|■|||||■||■||  Delta  Stale  Uni-  esl^  in  naritual  matters  was  an 
^^^^^^^^■versity.  I  served  unbelievable  eapeiienoe.  I  didn’t 


WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (ABP)  —  tor  of  the  Bjqitist  Center  for  Ediics 
The  number  of  American  children  in  Nashville,  Term.  “The  1990 
living  in  poverty  rose,  by  more  U.S.  Census  figures  remind  us  that 
than  1  million  during  the  droade  of  the  nation’s  Bible  belt  and  child- 
the  1980s,  according  to  an  analysis  poverty  belt  are  the  same  belt,” 
by  the  Children’s  Defense  Fund  in  Parham  said. 

Washington,  D.C.  “Why  is  it  that  the  most  religious 

The  study,  based  on  U.S.  Census  region  in  America  has  the  higher 
figures,  for  1980  and  1990,  indi-  percentage  of  cfaildien  trapped  in 
cates  11.2  million  childten  under  ctipiding  povertyT’  Parham  asked. 
18  lived  below  the  poverty  levd  in  “The  taproot  answer  is  that  too 
1990  —  an  increase  of  1.1  million  many  Christians  divorce  their  faith 
from  1980.  That  represents  about  from  public  policy.  We  have 

18%  of  all  children  under  18  missed  the  message  of  God’s 

nationwide.  prophets,  who  said  ’Do  justice.’ 

During  the  decade,  duld-poverty  ‘Tf  B^itists  and  other  Christians 
rates  rose  in  33  of  the  50  states,  the  do  not  start  loving  their  neigblxirs 
report  nkL  through  public-policy  initiatives 

Stella  Onta,  a  rookeswoman  for  that  care  for  the  weak^  members 
the  Children’s  Defense  Fond,  of  our  society,  we  will  reap  a 
blamed  the  rise  on  the  fact  family  whiriwind  of  social  and  spiritual 
earnings  have  not  kept  op  with  judgment,”  Parham  warned, 
inflation,  while  the  government  The  10  states  with  the  highest 
has  trimmed  the  budgets  of  child-poverty  rates  in  1990  were 
income-suppoft  programs.  Mississippi  (33.5%)  Looisiama 

Eight  oT  the  10  states  with  the  (32.8%),  New  Mexico  (27.5%), 
high^  child-poverty  rates  are  in  West  Virginia  (25.9%),  Arkansas 
the  South  and  Southwest,  where  (25%),  Kentucky  (24.5%),  Alaba- 
Soulhem  Baptists  are  moat  nomer-  ou  (24%),  Texas  (24%),  Arizona 
OQS.  (21.7%)  and  Oklahoma  (21.4%), 

That  fKt  should  Baptists  to  according  to  the  Children’s 
action,  said  Robert  Parham,  direc-  Defense  I^nd. 


Thrte  Mississippi  Mission 
Sorvict  Corps  volunteers  recent¬ 
ly  completed  orientation  for  long¬ 
term  ministry  with  the  Home 
Mission  Board.  Attending  were 
Sidney  Ellis  of  Jackson,  church 
renewal  coordinator  working  with 
the  Brotherhood  Department,  and 
Mary  and  Max  Bali  of  Sumrall 
servino  as  MSC  coordinators  for 
Area  9  (seven  counties  in  Gulf 


>2  BrooS  Hays  AugUSt  ChUTCh  JUSt  fOT  the  RCCOrd 
BitiSchSSSi  renewal  training  n**  New  Tradition  wm  be  in 

ki£''  event  cancelled 

Hensley  ^  musicians  play  traditional  Blue- 

served  as  direc-  The  Church  Renewal  Specialized  grass  and  sing  Southern  gospel, 
tor  of  Christian  Training  Conference,  scheduled  for  influenced  by  country  music.  A 
Action  Commis-  Aug.  8,  has  been  cancelled.  love  offering  will  be  taken, 

sion  of  the  Mis-  The  conference  at  First  Church, 

sissippi  Bwtist  Grenada,  is  still  scheduled  for  Aug  Faith  Baptist  Cfanix^  Homer, 

Convention  for  15.  Gary  Thaggard,  a  renewal  Ala.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
16  years,  until  coordinator  from  Carthage,  will  Candidates  are  asked  to  send  a 
retiring  in  1982.  coordinate  the  confererro.  resume  plus  videot^  of  a  regular 

He  continues  Additional  information  is  avail-  Sunday  service  in  which  they 
ik  in  conferences  able  from  Sidney  Ellis,  Brother-  preach  by  Aug  31  to:  Faith  Baptist 
He  aiKl  his  wife,  hood  Department,  Mississippi  Church  Pulpit  Committee,  P.  O. 
nintnn  Baptist  Convention  Board.  Bmi  1405,  Homer,  AK  99603. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Decide  for  life 

Editor. 

About  17  yeas  ago,  the  man  who 
later  became  my  husband  got  a 
teenage  giil  pregnant  He  was  young 
also.  I  that  he  loved  this  youQg 
woman  and  would  have  manied  her. 
He,  however,  did  not  have  very 
much  money.  A  decision  was  made 
for  the  young  woman  to  have  an 
abortion.  Even  though  be  wasn’t  a 
Oa^ian  at  the  time,  he  said  that  he 
fidtitwaswiOQg. 

I  tiufy  believe  diat  if  he  had  had  an 
extra  M  hours,  he  might  have  gotten 
his  thoughts  togedier  and  persuaded 
the  young  woman  to  many  him. 

He  did  not  tdl  me  shout  this  part 
of  his  until  after  die  both  of  our 
thud  coild.  He  has  had  to  desd  with  a 
lot  of  emotional  fedii^  because  of 
the  dedsioo  for  the  abortion  many 
years  ago.  He  made  this  statement  to 
ne:  *7  wonder  what  would  have 
os^ipened  if  the  decision  had  not 
been  made.” 

This  is  a  political  year  and^ie 
ibottion  issue  is  very  active.  How¬ 
ever,  I  hope  Ihstt  the  individoals  who 
are  fined  widi  tins  dedsioo  will  go 
o  the  Lead  for  guidance.  I  really 
hat  he  will  dir^  them  to  the  way 
'ife. 

Name  withheld 

Blood  drive  succeeds 

Sdhon 

With  only  24  hours’  notice,  34 
lersons  respond^  with  27  donat- 
ng,  to  a  Mood  drive  spearheaded  by 
.owell  Ingnun,  pastor  of  Strong 
iopc  Cbdi^  The  drive  was  for  die 
enefit  of  ^onok  Hamilton,  II,  who 
i  w''iting  to  receive  a  liver  trans- 
Isuit.  At  present,  Connie  is  s4  the 
Jniversity  Hospital  in  Jackson 
/here  she  is  receiving  frequent 
ransfusions  of  both  whole  blood 
ndfriaielets. 

Connie  made  apiofessioo  of  faith, 
long  with  17  others,  at  VBS.  In 
ddition,  Connie  was  very  infloen- 
al  in  ex|daining  salvation  to  two  of 
er  frieiids  who  also  made  profes- 
ions  of  faith. 

We  hope  tire  blood  drive  and 
suiting  units  of  Mood  drawn  by  the 
liss.  Cenbal  Blood  Center  win  be 
n  inqnration  to  odier  churches  and 
Tgam^ons  when  diere  is  a  shmt- 
ge  at  the  bank. 

EvdynKing 

Wesson 

foocked  at  trustees 

idilor. 

We  are  missionaries  to  Pdand, 
ppoinaed  in  December  1991.  Sinoe 
hen,  we  have  been  deeply  trouUed 
vitb  the  disturbing  events  our 
rustees  have  either  allowed  or 
ncouraged  at  die  FMB. 

Hot,  the  Rusdilikon  Baptist  Sem- 
nary  was  illegally  defundra  agmiBt 
be  wishes  of  Southern  Baptists 
95%  cdletten  written  to  the  trustees 
ere  not  in  favor  of  defunding). 
Irey  ignored  diem. 

Second,  our  trustees  unduly  siao- 
■ered  our  European  Baptist  colabor- 
is  by  daimiog  they  are  not  evange- 
istic  enough  (they  baptize  more 
cw  Christians  per  Baptist  than  we 
k>).  These  actions  have  now  caused 
Ijqitist  nrtinnali  around  the  woiid 
o  wonder  whedier  the  FMB  wiB 


follow  through  on  promises  it 
makes. 

We  have  also  seen  another  move 
against  Dr.  Paries  sinoe  his  Conven¬ 
tion  sermon.  Apparently,  many 
trustees  are  out  to  silence  him 
because  he  maintains  his  ri^  as 
presideot  to  tefl  us  when  thiiijp  are 
amiss  at  the  FMB.  It  shows  that 
these  trustees  stopped  listmung  to 
him  long  ago.  So  were  the  proptos 
treated. 

We  are  shocked  to  hear  that  many 
trustees  have  caDed  mto  question  die 
commitment  of  die  WMU  to  mis- 
sioos.  How  can  they  do  dnt?  Every 
sensible  Southern  Baptist  and  defi¬ 
nitely  every  missionary  believes 
diese  godly  women  siqpport  os.  TUs 
is  outrageous. 

We  {dead  with  our  trustees  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  die  warnings  (tf  Paries.  We  arie 
Southern  Bqitists  to  pray  for  us. 
Already  huomeds  of  new  opportuni¬ 
ties  have  been  lost  because  of  the 
pditics  of  a  few.  The  BiUe  tdls  ns 
to  rqxia.  We  bebeve  diat  is  in  order 
befiore  God  win  forgive  os.  We  are 
paying  for  a  miracle  so  we  can  get 
back  to  doing  missions. 

Kevin  and  Jan  Rutledge 
LoUin,  Pdand 

Doesn’t  understand 

Editor 

I  have  so  much  trouble  under¬ 
standing  your  obvious  attitude  in 
every  article  you  write.  In  July  9 
issue,  “Maries  of  iriegtity,”  you  say 
how  we  need  to  be  sweet  and  under¬ 
standing  with  much  compassion,, 
and  quote  Jsunes  3:10-11.  But  fiir- 
tber  words  seem  to  take  all  this 
away.  The  next  article,  “Foreign 
Mission  Board’s  search  for  new 
president,”  your  worrhng  is  a  sh^  at 
fundamental/conservatives,  as 
always.  The  last  paragraph  is  anoth¬ 
er  sli(>. 

I  think  negative  tbougfats  are  in 
every  article  you  write,  and  SBC 
does  not  need  this. 

Katherine  Barttam 
T^ertown 

Applause  for  Quayle 

Ednor 

We  applaud  Ykc  President  Dan 
Qua^  ai^  Piesidea  Bush  fiortheir 
courageous  stand  for  moral  values 
of  farces  in  our  nation.  As  the 
family  goes,  so  goes  the  nation. 
Nerve  endings  of  iimnorality  were 
touched  and  seared  from  Hoi^ood 
to  the  TV  and  national  new^iaper 
media  by  the  vice  ptesidea’s  ape^ 
on  Mqr  20  whkfa  brou^  forfo  the 
fir^Mll  fienzy,  rinse,  critidsm,  and 
sarcasm. 

The  Constitution  of  tins  nation 
reminds  ns  of  the  integrity  and 
deperidence  upon  God’s  leadershq) 
and  righteous  standards  wtudi  our 
forefiimers  penned  irtto  this  mighty 
instronoent. 

Thank  God  for  leaders  who  ate  not 
ashamed  to  qieak  out  for  the  tradi- 
tiooal  fin^  values  upon  which,  by 
frith  in  him  who  created  aD  things, 
this  famd  becatne  One  Nrikn  Undre 
God.  It  is  time  we  speric  and  let 
voices  of  mondi^  and  frirness  be 
beard  from  high  places  in  our 
natioa 

We,  as  a  small  cfatndv  ate  con¬ 
cerned  rima  our  maiory  its  leideia. 


and  its  wto  are  holding  on 
to  tire  teqrensibilities  of  Chriirtun 
citizens  set  forth  in  God’s  Word 
(Romatrs  13)  and  we  are  prnyittg  for 
each  of  our  leaden  tiiat  he  or  she 
may  seek  and  follow  God’s  Inder- 


Hopewdl  Baptist  Cfantcfa 
Lime  Rock 

lies  about  Masons? 

Editor 

I  would  like  to  eapress  my  opinion 
oorreetning  tite  lies  and  false  accusa¬ 
tions  tiiat  have  been  pfined  in  tire 
Baptist  Record  and  trewsprqrere 
recently  concerning  Masons.  We 
have  been  accused  of  being  devil 
worshippere  and  a  satanic  cult. 
These  are  bald-faoed  lies  and  I  riong 
with  thousands  of  other  Masons 
tesen  these  accusations. 

^Iiparaitiy,  the  Southern  Baptist 
Association  and  Lnty  HiAy,  nom 
Bentmoru,  Texas,  think  tb^  have 
been  sen  by  God  to  judge  Masonry 
and  other  organizations.  Wrong! 

The  feachfogs  of  tile  Nfosooic  Ra- 
temity  come  straight  from  tire  Kkig 
James  version  of  the  I^  BiUe.  We 
do  not  aco^  atireists  in  our  fraterni¬ 
ty- 

I  have  been  a  Mason  for  eight 
years.  I  have  been  a  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  for  30  years.  I  am  proud  to  be  a 
Mason,  but  for  the  first  time  in  my 
life  I  am  ashamed  to  say  tiiat  I  am  a 
Soutiiem  Brqitist 

I  have  discootinued  paying  tithes 
to  my  churdi  because  a  part  of  this 
moo^  goes  lo  suppmt  tire  Soutitem 
Baptist  Assodatitire  and  I  am  con¬ 
sidering  withdriftvir^  my  letter  from 
tire  Fiik  Brqitist  Church  of  Purvis 
because  of  th^  Iks  about  Masonry. 

Kfy  tithes  can  be  better  speat  sup- 
pmtiiig  tire  crqjpled  drikhen  hoqa- 
tal,  the  bum  center,  the  Masonic 
Home  for  Ouldten  in  Meridian,  or 
rdkying  tire  distressed  in  our  com¬ 
munity. 

Let  me  remind  you  that  God  is  a 
forgiving  God.  Mi^  he  have  mercy 
on  tire  Soutirem  Baptist  Assodatioa 
Larry  Thon^son 
Brook^ 


CHORAL  READING 
FESTIVAL 

Iuly25, 

8:30  a.m.  until  3:30  p.m. 

Roseberry  Piano  House,  Iik. 

University  Mall, 

3906  Hardy  Stre^  Hdtiesburg 

Clinicians  include: 

Ed  Kee  from 
Brentwood  Music 
Michael  Biggs  from 
Word,  Inc. 

.  •  John  Mathias  from 
Lillenas  Publishing  Co. 

Registration  deadfcie  is  July  24. 

Cost  is  $30  per  person,  includ¬ 
ing  a  complete  music  package. 
Lunch  will  be  provided  by 
Roseberry's.  Reservations  may  be 
made  by  calling  *(601)  264-2220 
or  800-756-2125. 


THIRD  ANNUAL 

SCHOOL  FOR  PASTORS  AND  WIVES 

a 

August  6-7 
Mississippi  College 
Featuring 


Brian  Harbour, 
Pastor, 

First  Baptist  Church, 
Rfehardson,  Tezas 


Jim  Henry, 

Pastor, 

First  Baptist  Church 
Orlando,  Florida 


Program  highlights  include: 

January  Bible  Study  preview,  worship  services, 
and  a  variety  of  workshops 

Special  Women's  Seminars  ied  by: 

Betty  Baggott,  pastor's  wife  from  Birmingham,  Alabama 
Jeri  Bennett,  an  instructor  at  Mississippi  College 

Cost,  including  housing:  $35  per  couple  or  $25  per  person.  For  one  day, 
$15  per  couple  or  $10  per  person. 

Registratkm  deadKne  is  August"  1.  To  register,  send  check  to:  School  for 
Pastors  and  Wives,  Mississippi  College,  Box  4185,  Clinton,  MS  39058. 
Make  check  payable  to  Mississippi  College. 


CLASSinEDS 

RATE:  60  oente  par:w<Md,  $5  minkhuip.  Cash  with  ordar  nEPspI ooolraot: 
advsrtising.  Indude-naino,  addraw.  zip  coda,  and  phona  numbar  in  word  oourl 
Nobfindads. 


BI8URANCE:  LNa.  HaaRh,  Disabiity. 
Cancer,  Dental,  Madicara  Supple¬ 
ment,  and  Ratiramant  Planning.  Jay 
Bawlay  (001)  362-1730. 

FOR  GROUPS  OF  12-160,  sea  the 
PASSION  PLAY  and  stay  at  KaNar's 
Country  Dorm  Resort  in  Eureka 
Springs,  Ark.,  for  $25  each.  Air-oondi- 
donad  lodging,  swimming,  $9  tickets, 
chaassbuigar  cookout,  dessert  and 
breakfast — all  includadi  Call  (501) 
253-6416  today! 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  Manu¬ 
factured  in  our  planL  For  free  astimsto 
contact:  Emmons  Brothers,  P.O.  Box 
166,  Meridian,  MS  39301.  Binoa  1800. 
Phona  (601)  603-4461. 

FOR  SALE:  Ridgacrast  cottage  oom- 
plalaly  fumishad.  Block  construction. 
2  bedrooms,  living  room,  kitchan, 
bath,  acraenad  back  porch.  Cal  (615) 
352-4873  or  write  WJ.  FaKs.  6146 
Robin  HM  Rd,  Nashvila.  TN  37205. 

STUMP  REMOVAL  STATE-WDE:  $6 
par  stump  for  30  or  more  average  size 
wNh  truck  aooasa.  $10  par  stump  for 
5-10  with  same  conditions.  In  Jack- 
son,  cal  Wayne  at  373-6423.  Outakto 
Jackson,  call  1-800-446-7207.  The 
Tree  Barber.  Matthew  16:26. 

FOR  RENT:  SmaH  lighting  aystam. 
Parfaet  to  anhanoa  musicals,  drama, 
or  any  atM  oonoart  or  banquat  WMi 
or  without  technician.  Vary  taasenriila 
ratoa.  Cal  Payton,  (601)  977-0600. 

FOR  SALE:  AKAI  366  real  to  real 
tape  player.  Paifaol  la  record  worship 


services  and  for  mixfog.  Vary  good 
condition.  Call  Payton.  (601)  977- 
0600. 

8Y8TQIS  SPECIALIST:  Tulana  Uni- 
varsky  Hospital  and  CIrtic,  a  300-bad 
aculs  care,  taaching  and  rsfarral  oaiv 
tar.  ie  soaking  a  dynamic  information 
systems  professional  to  plan,  orga- 
niza  &  ooordinats  the  utlizalfon  of  our 
computer  systems.  5  years  axpari- 
anoa  working  wth  system  oporationa 
in  a  VAX/VMS  anvironmant  A  knowl- 
adga  of  database  architacturas  as 
ralalad  to  systems,  oparabona,  parfor- 
manoa  S  data/fla  integrity  reread. 
Qualflad  eandktetaa  submit  raauma 
to:  Empfoymant  Supervisor,  TUIANE 
UNIVERSITY  HOSPITAL  S  CLINIC. 
Human  Rsaouroaa  fSASO,  1416 
Tulana  Avenue,  New  Orlaana,  LA 
70112.  AA/EOE. 

HI8TOTECH:<  Tulana  Univarsly  Hos¬ 
pital  and  Clnic,  a  300-bad  taaching 
facMy  localad  in  the  enchanting  city 
of  New  Otiaana,  la  aaaWtig  a  motivat- 
ad  Histotach  to  Join  our  Histology 
Dapartmanl.  This  position  offers  the 
sbMy  to  do  standard  hiatefogy  prooa- 
duraa  along  wlh  the  chalanga  of  per¬ 
forming  divaraillad  tachniquas.  Must 
be  sHhar  ASCP  or  aigtola  Hlatotach- 
nidan.  One  year  IHatology  'axparianoa 
or  cytology  background  praf erred. 
TUana  oMira  a  vary  ccmpallltoa  oom- 
pUfisuttofVbMRlIls  pucki^u.  GHiiWIod 
oafwBdstaa  plaaaa  submit  raauma  to: 
Employmant  Supervisor.  TULANE 
UNIVERSITY  HOSPITAL  A  CLINIC, 
Human  Raaourcaa  No.  8A30.  1415 
Tulana  Avenue,  New  Orleens,  LA 
TOliaAAlEOE. 


ACTS 
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aod  the  RTVC  don’t  have  in  sight 
—  he  said 

Details  of  the  proposal  also  were 
discussed  by  the  tnistee  executive 
committee  of  die  Radio  and  Tele¬ 
vision  Commission.  The  trustee 
leaders,  in  a  special  meeting  July 
10  at  the  Dallas-Fott  Wor&  air¬ 
port,  also  objected  to  parts  of  the 
agreement 

bfoCartney  said  the  trustee  lead¬ 
ers  will  return  to  Fort  Worth  later 
to  vole  oa  the  paa  when  the  dif- 
fierenoes  are  ironed  out 

ACTS  officials  also  are  hesitant 
to  discuss  slicing  points  of  the 
agreement 

One  area  diat  could  cause  prob¬ 
lems  is  program  content  Aldimgh 
the  idermties  of  the  two  netwmks 
would  remain  distinct  dieir  pro¬ 
grams  would  tppeu  in  homes  on 
Uie  same  cable  channel,  which 
could  imply  an  endorsement  to 
some  viewers-. 

ACTS,  for  instance,  carries  pco- 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  priCB,  binding  and  Btyla  to  maaC  auary 
naad.  Quality  wortcmanahip  guarantaad. 
Writa  for  Uluatralad  prica  foidar. 
**/nlarrMibo#?a/fy  krnmn  spacia/itts” 

NORRIS  BOOKBINOINQ  CO. 


•Handicapped 
•Home-bound 
•  Elderty/Latch  key  kids 
Calls  you  daily.  If  you 
have  problems,  help  is  on 

ths  wsy!  f^MiORnts  in  Hinds,  Madison  I 
^  *  and  Rankin  oountias. 


Cali  371-2036,  Ext.  104 
for  recorded  details 


^grams  from  televangelist  Jerry  Fal- 
well,  who  is  not  a  favorite  among 
maiiiline  Protestant  leaders.  VtSN 
carries  programs  from  Mormon 
and  Jewish  groups  among  others. 

The  agreement  asks  neither  net¬ 
work  to  surrender  control  over  its 
program  omtent 

IIk  tmqiosal  also  would  protect 
the  tight  of  local  B^tist  diurches 
to  air  their  own  programs  on  local 
cable  systems,  an  arrangement  that 
has  won  ACI^  suppmt  from  both 
local  churches  arid  cable  system 
(^lerators. 

Warner  is  editor,  ABP;  Terry 
is  editor,  Missouri  WORD  & 
WAY. 
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al  offerings  for  home  and  foreign 
missioos.  The  Lottie  Moon  (3itist- 
mas  Offering  for  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions,  a  WMU  brainchild,  has 
become  the  largest  one-time  mis¬ 
sions  odlection  in  Qitistian  histo¬ 
ry  —  and,  at  $81.4  million  last 
year,  condnues  to  grow.  Besides 
ongoing  support,  however, . 
WMU’s  membnsUp  n^oik  has 
shown  the  power  to  keep  Southern 
Baptist  mtssion  programs  afloat 
dnt^past  economic  crises. 

call  is  still  to  provide  mis¬ 
sions  educational  sq>port  for  every 
Southern  Baptist  church,*’  O’Brien 
said.  **We  recognize  that  to  do 
anything  different  from  what 
we’ve  done  in  the  past  to  meet 
those  needs,  we’re  going  to  have 
to  some  prices,  and  so  we’re 
looking  at  wfot  those  costs  are  to 
us.” 

Crofl  writes  for  FMB. 


Revival  dates 


Raws,  pulpits,  baptistries, 

<yian  Winkle 

Church  Mding  doors. 

^  ...  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 


Pew  Upholstery 


Box  501.  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800^4-9627 

Wu  ruwodul  S  painl 


'’CHRISTIAIi  COLLECTABLE  TRADING  CARDS** 
”Por  Christians  of  ail  ages"  Each  Series  contains  12  different  color 
Ulustrated  cards:  of  suxies,  peof^.daces  and  events  of  the  Bible, 
with  KJV  ScrqHure  on  the  back,  'niese  cards  are  great  fcx  gifts, 
r^erence  and  collecting.  TO  CXRDER:  Send  $3  JO  Per  Series.  Check 
oiv Money OrdCT To: C.CT.C.,  P.O.Box 6742  Jax.R.  32236. 

(Spedly  Quifltity  oidmd.  pletie  allow  2-3  weeki  for  delivefy) 

SERIES [1] _ [2] _  [31^ _  [4] _ 

NAME: _  CiTV;^ _ 

ADD:  ST:  ZIP:  , 

15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-UNCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  we^  or  month. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


First,  Stonewafl:  July  26-31;  J. 
Roy  McComb,  First,  Columbia, 
evangelist;  Bill  Wilkinson,  First, 
Hendeiscmville,  N.C.,  music;  ser¬ 
vices,  11  a.m.;  Albeit  McMullen, 
pastor. 

Mythe  Creek,  Matliiston:  July 
26-31;  Andre  Dobson,  South 
Louisi^e,  Louisville,  evangelist;. 
Umod]^  Drane,  Daniel  Memorial,^ 
Jackson,  music;  services,  10:30  a.m. 
and  7  pjn.;  Greg  Foster,  pasttx. 

Melrose,  Bentonia:  July  26-29; 
Sanday  services,  Sunday  School, 
10  ajn.,  woesfaq),  11  ajn.,  hmdi  at 
and  6:30  pjn.;  Mon-Wed., 
7:30  pjn.;  ^leakets  each  night  are 
Mon.,  Ray  Woods,  Toes.,  Joe 
Wii^,  arid  Wed.,  Norris  Abies; 
Robert  Kates,  Melrose,  music; 
James  R  Gamer,  pastor. 

Homewood  (Scott):  July  26-30; 
Arlrs  radxds,  HarpetviUe,  evange¬ 
list:  Danny  Harrison,  Forest, 
music;  services  7:30  p.m.;  A.  R. 
Vaughn,  pastor. 

Good  (Leake):  July  26-29; 
Oster  Daniels,  Carthage,  evange¬ 
list;  Brenda  Chennaolt,  pianist; 
Edward  Dowell,  Good  Hope, 
music;  Sundry,  10  ajn.  and  limcfa; 
Bieix  Causey,  pastor. 

First,  Moss  (Jasper):  July  26- 
29;  July  26-29;  Clyde  little.  Bay 
Springs,  evangdist;  Aank  Aaron, 
Iwt,  Moss,  music;  Sunday,  11 
ajn.  and  2  pJtL4  Mdii.-Wed.,  7:30 
pjn.,  Cailis  BiaswdL  pastor. 

Ted  (Smith):  July  26-31;  Sun¬ 
day,  11  a.m.,  1:30  p.m.,  7  p.m. 
ni^tly;  Randall  Creel,  Linden, 
AhL,  evangelist;  Ray  Moseley,  pas¬ 
tor. 

New  Sardis,  Mt  Olive:  July  26- 
30;  Bob.  Lynch,  Central,  McC^b, 

Homecomings 


Sprii^dale  (Attala):  July  26;  1 1 
a.m.;  dfooer  on  the  grourids;  Bill 
Fenand,  pastor. 

West  Jackson,  Jadrson:  July 
26;  1 1  ajn.;  covered  dish  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall;  no  night  services; 
Max  Jones,  Prentiss,  guest  ^ak- 
er;  John  Hanbeny,  Clinton,  music; 
Larry  H.  Dunlap,  pasttx. 

fyiendahip,  Ellisvilte:  July  26; 
10  ajn.;  covei^  dish  dinner  in  the 
fidlowsbip  hall;  afternoon  services, 
1:30  pjn.;  no  night  services;  Keith 
D.  Swartz,  pastor. 

Sardis,  White  Oak:  Aag*  L  H 
a.m.;  covered  dish  in  feUowship 
ball;  afternoon  singing;  no  night 
services;  Steve  While,  pastor. 

Vacation  Bible 
Schools 


Glendale,  Leland:  July  27-31; 
pre-school-youth;  Donald  Poona, 


evangelist:  Pete  Simon,  Calvary, 
Braxton,  music;  services,  7  p.m.; 
Charles  Guy,  pastor. 

County  Line,  Carthage:  July 
26-30;  Sunday,  homecoming,  11 
a.m.  lunch  in  fellowship  hall,  7 
pjn.;  Mon.-Thuis.,  7:30  pjn.;  Bob 
(^eron,  Bartlett,  Tenn.,  evange- 
David  Van  Hooser,  Qinton, 
^tinidc;  Ricky  Sherman,  pastor. 

Arlington,  Bogue  Chitto:  July 
26-31;  Son^y,  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.,  worship,  1 1  a.m.  lunch  at 
noon,  and  130  pjn.  service;  Mon- 
Fii.,  7:30  p.m.;  David  Millican, 
Sooth  Mc(^mb,  McComb,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Tim  Moak,  Hueck’s 
Biookhaven,  music;  David  Waits, 
pastor. 

Shady  Grove  (Panola):  July  26- 
30;  7  p.m.  each  night;  Clarence 
Coqier  Jr.,  Emmanuel,  Grenada, 
evangelist;  John  Stewart,  pastor. 

Old  Hebron  (Jeff  Davis):  July 
26-31;  Philip  Duncan,  North 
Columbia  (Marion),  evangelist; 
John  Reid,  North  Columbia,  music; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  1  pjn.,  and  cov¬ 
ered  dish  at  noon;  Moa-Fii.,  8  a.m. 
and  730  pjn.;  Harold  V^lsoo,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Flrat,  State  Line:  July  26-31;  7 
p.m.;  John  L.  Walker,  First, 
Winona,  evangelist;  Lavon  Crane, 
pastor. 

Glading  (Amite):  July  24-26; 
Howard  Blister,  Navilla  (Pike), 
evrogdist;  Joni  V^Udnson,  music, 
Fri.  and  Sat.,  7:30  p.m.  regular 
Sunday  morning  services  with 
dinner  in  fellowship  hall;  The 
Magnolia  State  Quartet  will  sing 
at  1  pjn. 

Hickory  (Newton):  July  26-31; 
services,  10  ajn.  and  7  p.m.;  Ron¬ 
nie  Boulware  of  Ala.,  evangelist; 
Jamie  Meaders,  Louisville,  Ky., 
music,  Sunday;  Merrill  Cassel, 
Vernon,  Ifickoiy,  music,  Mon.-Fd. 

Lake  Harbor  (Rankin):  July 
26-29;  7  each  evening;  Herbert 
Stewart,  evangelist;  Roy  Clark, 


PRAYER 
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the  law  intended.  In  the  Smith 
decision,  the  court  ruled  that  the 
government  may  restrict  religious 
practices  throu^  any  law,  as  long 
as  the  law  isn’t  direedy  aimed  at 
religion. 

^at  does  an  of  this  mean?  One 
example  is  Hist  Covenant  Church 
in  SuUtle,  a  church  with  a  beauti¬ 
ful  ellmtical  dome  and  cupola  that 
highlit^  the  Seatde  skyhne.  The 
Seattle  Landmarks  Preservation 
Board  forced  the  diurch  to  become 
a  historic  landmark  against  the 
church’s  wishes,  which  means  that 
the  church  cannot  make  needed 
design  changes  inaide  the  building. 

The  church  took  the  case  to 
court,  and  based  on  the  precedem 
of  the  Sateth  decision,  the  church 


pastor. 

Black  Jack  (Yazoo):  July  26-30; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  7:30  p.m.;  dinner 
in  the  fellowship  ball;  Mon.- 
Thuis.,  10  ajn.  aod  7:30  p.m.;  Matt 
Buckles,  MBCB,  evangelist; 
Steven  Bath,  music;  MUce  Bridges, 
pastor. 

Hebron,  Meridian  (Laud¬ 
erdale):  July  26-30;  7:30  nightly; 
nursery  provided;  C.  C.  Burns, 
Knights  Valley  Church,  evangelist; 
Hany  Tilleiy,  Poplar  Springs  Drive 
Church,  music;  Tommy  Jones,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Goodwater  (Lauderdale):  July 
26-29;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  lunch  in 
fdloix^hip  ball,  afternoon  service, 
1:30  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Gordon  Saosing,  Vicksburg,  will 
bring  messages;  Philip  Duke, 
music. 

Branch,  Morton:  July  26-29; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  1:1S  pjn.;  Moa- 
Wed.,  7:30  p.m.;  Ken  McLemore. 
Lake,  evangelist;  Tim  Robertson 
music;  James  Watts,  pastw. 

Antioch,  Brandon:  July  26-31. 
Sunday,  homecoming,  11  a.m.,  7 
p^.;  Mon.-HL,  10  ajn.,  7:30  pjn.; 
Dick  Paige,  West  Monroe,  La., 
evangelist;  Donnie  Stuart,  Antioefa, 
Pelahatchie,  music;  Marion 
Spence,  pastor. 

KUmkhael  (Montgomery):  July 
26-31;  Sanday,  11  ajn.,  6:15  pjn.; 
Moo.-Fri.,  7  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.; 
Roy  Myers,  Rocky  Creek, 
Lucedale,  evangelist;  Laverne 
Pickett,  Hist,  Ackerman,  music; 
Joe  P.  Croat,  pastor. 

Metro,  Jackson:  July  26-29; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Stephen  Stewart, 
College  Hts.,  Peachtree,  Ga.,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Lisa  Mason,  Jaclson,  music; 
Qaude  Townsend,  pastor. 

Antioch  (Greene):  July  26-31; 
Sunday,  homecoming,  11  a.m.,  2 
p.m.;  7  pjn.  nightly;  James  Hebert, 
evangelist;  Thomas  Tiinier,  music 
Bubba  Tucker,  pastor. 


lost!  Seattle  was  not  required  t« 
show  a  "compelling  state  interest’ 
for  controlling  the  church’s  archi¬ 
tectural  design. 

A  bill  was  introduced  into  tlx 
Congress  in  1990,  1991,  and  1991 
whi^  would  restore  religious  free 
dom  by  wriring  into  law  the  “com 
polling  state  interest”  test  tha 
existed  before  Smith  The  Reli 
gious  Freedom  Restoration  Act 
(R  R.  2797)  has  178  cosponsors 
but  it  has  gotten  bogged  down  ii 
committee  every  year  and  still  has 
not  passed. 

Unless  Americans  become  out- 
raj^  over  the  Smith  decision  and 
write  their  congressmen  about  it 
the  Religious  Ft^om  Restoration 
Act  may  never  become  law.  This 
will  have  far  more  serious  ramifi- 
cations  than  the  recent  rulings  on 
sdiool  prayer. 

Rogers  te  paator,  First  Chwxii, 
Foplirvlle. 
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The  oentnd  Bible  tnitfa  that  Cbrisdaiis  are  to  devote  them¬ 
selves  to  soond  biUicid  doctrines  lays  the  fonndatioD  for 
the  onit  study  eniided ‘XSoiddines  for  Kfinistiy.**  This  study 
win  involve  1  &  2  Timothy  and  Tltas,  oonmu^y  called  the 
"pastoral  qMsrira*  Pad  wrote  1  Umodiy  atooat  AD.  64, 
probably  just  i»fo  to  his  final  inq;»isoameat  Because  of  an 
appeal  to  Caesar,  Paul  had  been  sent  as  a  prisoner  to  Rome. 
Most  schcdais  believe  he  was  released  about  AJ>.  62  (pos¬ 
sibly  because  of  die  "statue  of  limitatioas”)  and  rtw*  Hming 
the  next  few  years,  he  was  free  to  travel  It  is  believed  dutt 
during  this  time  he  wrote  Titus  and  1  Tunc^. 

It  had  been  eight  years  since  Paul’s  thrro-year  stay  at 
^>hesus  and  when  he  realized  he  inijht  not  return  soon,  he 
wrote  die  first  letter  to  Timothy.  This  letter  was  written  to 
give  ^nmotliy  instractioos  about  the  cfanrsfa,  to  refute  fidre 
teachings,  arid  to  siqiervise  the  affiurs  of  die  yoorig  growing 
churck  A  mr^  problem  in  the  church  was  a  heresy  diat 
combined  Gnosticism,  decadent  Judaism,  anrf  faliw  asceti¬ 
cism.  ifis  femous  last  words  provide  inrigtir  foo  the  values, 
ctmoeiiis,  and  focus  of  one’s  life.  Paul’s  final  letters  in  the 
New  Testamertt  and  other  last  writings  have  ippUcatioo  to 
life  today.  These  words  are  m<xe  than  words  of  vrisdom 
from  a  guked  leader;  they  are  words  written  under  the  inspi¬ 
ration  the  Holy  Spirit 

Timotl^  was  converted  by  Paul  and  he  calls  him  his  "son 
in  die  fairti."  He  vras  a  native  of  Lystn  and  he  jmned  Paul 
on  his  second  missionary  journey  about  AJ>.  51.  He  was 
dmid  and  retiring  by  nature  and  not  in  the  best  of  health  (1 
Timothy  5:23).  He  and  l^e  were  Paul’s  most  constant 
oompankum  foved  hun  devotedly,  and  it  is  not  known 
if  be  readied  Rome  before  Paid’s  deadt 

Sound  doctrine  combined  vrith  right  living  (y.  3-11). 
Paul’s  conoqrt  of  education  reflected  Hebrew  plidosophy, 
iM  tweraiedi  century  American  philosophy.  Correra  educa¬ 
tional  p^osofdiy  in  America  involves  imparting  knowl¬ 
edge  and  inocessing  infimnatioiL  The  Hebrew  concept  of 
educatfo  was  more  than  that  It  was  to  produce  hnlinamt 
and  to  impart  a  distinctive  lifestyle.  Careful  examination  of 
these  scriptures  is  required  to  ascertain  the  kinH  of  mashing 
and  learning  which  concerned  Paul.  Perhqis  it  is  possible  to 
discover  bdter  ways  of  communicating  one’s  fiutb  to  su^ 
sequent  generations.  Paul  emfdasizMl  the  need  for  discern- 
ment  of  all  teaching  that  it  rrii^  not  be  false  and  its  goals 
be  ’Tore  from  a  pure  heart  and  a  good  conscience  and  a  sfo 
cere  frutfa."  Ife  urged  teachers  to  understand  the  trudis  they 
impart  to  others,  to  recognize  the  importance  of  the  law 
to  restrain  evil  and  regulate  good.  The  stewardriup  of  the 
gospel  was  very  dear  to  Paul  because  of  fo  change  it  pro- 
du(^  in  lives  and  in  society. 

The  commcndarion  of  tmrii  and  the  condemnation  of 
unfaitfafhlness  (w.  18-20).  Recognizing  Timothy’s  poten¬ 
tial.  Pmil  encouraged  and  admonished  turn  to  continue  the 
fight  fiuth.  His  reminder  of  two  former  Christian  leaders 
whose  lives  were  wrecked  by  sin  should  remind  teachers 
today  of  the  dire  consequences  ^  fittlme  to  teadi  the  truth. 

These  letieis  cotttain  guidelines  fo  living  as  God’s  fruni- 
ly  in  a  wmld  that  is  an  enemy  of  Christian  values.  Never 
has  there  been  a  mote  apfxoptiaie  time  for  Christians  to  be 
reminded  of  tiie  need  to  teach  Christian  values  and  to  be 
inquired  and  committed  to  carrying  out  that  renxmsibility. 

Rogers  is  a  member  of  SalM  Clmrch,  Coffins. 


"The  Bloody  Refrxmer”  characterizes  the  reign  of  Jehu, 
king  of  IsraeL  Thou^  Jehu  fiuled  in  many  ways,  the  Lord 
used  him  to  accomplisfa  his  purpose.  Through  Jelw’s  reign, 
we  learn  rixwt  God’s  judgement  against  sin  and  the  totid 
commitmem  be  expects  from  his  peo^. 

EUsiia  oonunands  that  Jehu  be  anointed  as  farad’s 
king  (9:1-3).  The  Lmd  revealed  to  that  Jehu,  a  com¬ 
mander  in  tile  army  was  to  be  anoiided  kiiig  (rf  Israel. 
Elisha  sent  a  messenger  to  tell  Jehu  of  the  Lmd ’s  plans  fo 
turn.  Hie  messenger  conveyed  to  Jdui  tiuit  he  vras  to  be 
king  and  was  to  destroy  the  whde  boose  of  former  King 
Ahab.  Jehu  began  a  new  lineage  of  kings  in  IsraeL 

"Thus  saitii  fo  Lord”  is  apowerfbl  fribrase.  When  fo 
L(^  spote  to  Elisha  concerning  who  was  to  be  king, 

Elidia  acted  immediately  on  God’s  WmxL  What  a  lesson  it 
is  foos,  and  what  an  example  to  follow  in  listerang  to  tyt 
obeyirig  fo  Word  of  fo  Lord. 

Jehu  was  anointed  kir^  (rf  IsraeL  Just  as  fo  lUml  had 
plans  fo  him,  so  be  has  jfois  fo  you  and  me.  What  has 
God  anointed  you  to  do  at  tius  time  in  your  life? 

Jdm  rids  farad  of  Ahab’s  influence  (9:24-26;  10:17). 
Thoo^  Jehu’s  reign  lasted  28  years,  fo  focus  of  fo  airthor 
is  almost  entirely  on  fo  beginning  as  Jehu  tiAbyt  farad 
Ahab’s  descenduits  and  Baal  wmsbqi.  Joram  (Jehoram)  of 
Israel,  his  ally  Ahaziah  of  Judah,  JezeteL  fo  male  desc^ 
dants  and  associates  of  Ah^,  42  male  relatives  of  Ahazhh, 
and  all  fo  worshippers  of  Baal  in  Samaria  were  vjetims  of 
Jehu’s  revenge . 

King  Ahaziah  of  Judah  went  to  visit  King  Joram  of  brad 
who  1^  bera  wounded  inTSiffie.  A  lookout  advised  them 
of  rmproaching  troops  led  by  one  who  drove  lifae  Jehu,  for 
he  (bore  like  a  madman.  When  asked  if  peace  had  come, 
Jehu  began  to  denounce  (^ueen  JezebeL  Jmam’s  mother. 
Jorani  and  Ahaziah  fled,  but  Jehu  drew  his  bow  and  shot 
and  killed  Joram.  In  fulfillment  of  Elijah’s  prophecy  that 
Ahab  would  pay  with  his  ovm  Mood  for  fo  blood  of 
Nabotii  and  his  sons  ( cf.  1  Kings  21:19),  Joram ’s  body  was 
thrown  on  Naboth’s  field.  Jehu  chased  a^  wounded  Ahazi- 
ab,  who  later  died  from  fo  wounds. 

God’s  judgement  of  sin  is  oertairL  The  Scrqxare  teDs  us 
that  all  have  sinned  and  fo  wages  of  sin  is  death,  Tlanks 
be  to  God  that  he  has  provided  fo  way  through  Jesus 
Christ  for  sins  to  be  forgiveit 

Destrucrion  of  the  Baal  worshippers  (10:28).  Jehu 
called  fo  propbe^  of  Baaljtogefor.  Ife  claimed  to  want  to 
have  a  great  sacrifice  to  tbtsr  God.  When  the  prophets  gath¬ 
ered,  JdHi  bad  them  conduct  a  seaidi  to  see  fot  no  servants 
of  fo  Lord  were  there.  King  Jehu  ordered  his  guards  and 
officers  to  kill  every  one  of  fo  pnxfots  of  Baal.  The 
sacred  stone  and  fo  temple  of  Baal  were  destroyed.  "So 
Jehu  destroyed  Baal  woishq>  in  Israel’’  (V.28). 

God  demands  that  vre  wondi^  him  and  him  alone.  He 
win  rxH  aUow  anytiing  or  anyone  to  be  placed  above  him 
We  need  with  God  to  search  our  lives  to  fiivl  who  is  fira 
with  us.  Bob  Dylan  reemded  fo  song,  "You  Gotta  Serve 
Someboify.*’  Rfo  do  you  serve  today? 

An  appraisal  of  Jfoi’s  rc4pa  (10:29-31).  Jehu  was  used 
of  God,  but  refused  to  yi^  com^etely  to  Um.  Jehu  did  not 
tom  away  from  fo  practice  of  former  King  Jeroboam  of 
worshqmng  gdden  calf  shrines  at  Bethel  and  Dan.  The 
^ro^het  Hosea  condemned  Jehu’s  intense  cruelty  (Hosea 

Gode^iects  total  commitment  fiom  those  who  frtilow 
him.  We  can  celebrate  fo  ways  we  foUow  fo  Lmd.  The 
areas  of  oni  lives  not  given  fiidly  to  him  need  to  change. 
Through  his  power,  we  can  become  fo  people  be  wants  us 
to  be. 

Raddin  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Sunrarit. 


What  is  your  response  to  fo  church  nominating  commit¬ 
tee  when  foy  present  you  witii  an  opportunity  for  service? 
Do  you  give  prayerful  consideration  to  such  a  request  to 
determine  if  tins  is  your  place  of  service?  This  lesson 
focuses  on  accepting  our  rtiaoe  of  service.  David  aocqrted 
bis  when  q^proached  by  fo  men  of  Jodrdi.  Let’s  look  at  2 
SamueL 

David  anointed  as  king  of  Judah  (2:4aX  After  fo  death 
of  Saul,  God  diiecied  David  to  move  to  Hebron,  so  he  took 
his  family  and  his  men  and  their  fiunilies  and  left  Ziklag. 
After  settlirig  in  fo  cities  of  Hdmm,  fo  men  of  Judah 
came  to  anoint  David  as  king.  This  was  not  a  sadden  move 
by  David  or  fo  men  of  Judah.  God  had  bera  raqiaring  fo 
way  for  tins  role  of  service.  God  had  prqMued  David  from 
the  time  of  his  anoiitting  in  1  Samuel  16  to  assume  a  tender- 
ship  rote  in  brad.  David  was  very  aware  anri  reqioasive  to 
God’s  teadershq)  in  bis  life.  We,  too,  can  find  our  [tiace  of 
service  by  being  reqionsive  to  GocL  If  we  are  wiUir^,  he 
will  provide  dudtenging  opporturuties  of  service. 

David’s  message  to  the  nren  of  Jribesh  Gilead  (2:4b-7). 
David  mourned  fo  death  of  Saul  and  Jonathan,  .^mil  was 
fo  rmoiiaed  oim  of  God  to  serve  as  Israel’s  first  king. 

David  sent  messerigers  to  express  qipredation  to  fo  men 
of  Jabesh  Gilead  for  fo  burial  of  SauL  They  di^layed  loy¬ 
alty  to  their  slain  king.  David  invoked  God’s  Uessings 
tqxmfom  and  promrsed  to  do  likewise.  He  then  cbaltenged 
them  to  be  strong  and  brave  and  that  Judah  hairi  anointed 
him  as  king.  David  gained  fo  reroect  of  these  men  by 
affirming  fo  good  tiiat  foy  had  done. 

David  anoiiited  as  Itii^  of  farael'(5:l-3).  David,  fo 
king  of  Judah,  was  visited  at  Ifetnon  by  fo  rqiresentatives 
of  fo  tribes  of  IsraeL  They  affirmed  tire  leadership  of  God 
in  David’s  life.  They  wanfo  David  to  become  king  of  all 
brad.  David  a  covenant  with  tfaraa  before  fo  Lord, 
and  he  was  arimraed  king  over  IsraeL  (David  reigned  as 
kir^  over  Jud^  seven  years  and  over  farad  33  years.) 

Sometimes  it  takes  ofor  persons  to  affirm  our  qnritual 
gfo  and  to  chaltenge  os  to  w  reqiotisive  to  God’s  leader¬ 
ship.  Others  are  able  to  see  our  potential  wwi  to  encourage 
us  to  devdop  those  gifis  through  service.  Think  and  pray 
carefiilly  ab^  any  opportunity  of  service  jmsenied  to  you. 
Moses  was  very  reluctant  to  te«l  Israel  wbro  God  called, 
but  look  at  fo  results  after  God  convinced  him  that  he  was 
fo  one  for  fo  job. 

God’s  rote  in  David’s  life  (5:10).  David  had  fo  call 
from  God  and  fo  suf^rt  of  fo  pei^le  of  Israd.  Ite 
became  king  of  all  laraeL  and  he  ma^  Jerusalem  bis  capi¬ 
tal.  This  was  to  be  a  significant  move  to  strengthen  Israel 
and  rolidify  David’s  power.  God  was  wmking  through 
I^vid  and  fo  pe<^e  of  Israel.  God  always  works  in  fo 
lives  of  those  who  serve  him. 

David’s  yhnowledgnrent  ^God’s  rote  in  his  life 
(5:12).  David  did  not  forget  his  odl  or  his  source 
strength.  This  verse  tells  ns  that  David  knew  that  God  had 
made  him  king.  He  was  always  ready  to  acknowledge 
God’s  leadership  in  past  experienoes:  fo  Uon,  the  bear, 
Goliath,  and  fo  times  of  b^e.  David  puMicly  gave  Gtxl 
fo  credit.  David  knew  that  he  needed  God’s  leadership  to 
develop  unity  in  Israel  as  he  began  his  ntie  as  king.  Tfo 
recogrution  on  fo  part  of  David  eitiianoed  hb  leadetshq) 
with  fo  people  of  IsraeL 

We  can  te^  from  fo  eoumple  of  David.  Give  God  fo 
credit  for  what  be  does  through  us.  We  acconqriish  nothing 
without  fo  power  of  God’s  Spirit.  Ifis  Spirit  empowered 
fo  early  church.  Rfithout  fo  Spirit,  they  would  nave  been 
powerless.  Paul  says,  "some  plaia,  some  water  but  it  u  God 
who  gives  the  increase’’  (1  Cor.  3:6).  Tbaid:  God  for  giving 
you  opportunities  of  service  and  acfaiowtedge  his  teaifo- 
sh^  in  your  life. 

Bard  is  ministw  of  education.  First  ChurciC  Cleve¬ 
land.  “ 
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Mrs.  AUene  Hester 


Dr. 

First  Dapitot  Church 
Bfr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  C. 
TUroalte,*Jr. 
WilBeGenettailard 
Bfr.  A  Mrs.  WUlis  H.  Morgan 
Cecil  Stewart 
McAdanm  Baptist  Church 
Lee  SUB 

Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Paul  Stanley 
Father  ef  Jane  Streets 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Mike  Anders  . 
Bfr.  Joe  N.  Stringer 
Bfrs.  Nona  PffTtraberry 
Mrs.  Peggy  TbornhiU 
BIr.  BIU  Streng 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Glen  A.  A  H.  Par 
Ktiw 

BIr.  Freddy  Stroe 
Mr.  A  Birs.  William  C.  Wilson 
Bfrs.  Pan!  Stamp 
Bfs.  Claudine  Dsvis 
CleoStargh 

Bfr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Rev.  W.  A.  SnBfvaa 
Bfrs.  Ruby  T.  Sullivan 
Bfr.  Wittiam  M.  Summers 
Mr.  A  Birs.  J.  B.  Tiffany 
Mr.  A  Bfrs.  C.  D.  SpeU 
Bfrs.  Lonrec  A.  Taber 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  R.  W.  Baskin 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Larry  Bonds 
Mm.  Mmrtfym  Tsdiock 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  G.  C.  Hankiiw 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Jack  B.  Martin 
Dr.  Harry  F.  Thibet 
Bfr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  O.  Hendricks 
BIr.  Glen  Taylor 
Bfrs.  Rose  r.  Jackson 
Mrs.  Vera  B.  Nunnery  Plan 
Nunnery 

Bfr.  Percy  P.  Tayler.  Sr. 

Bliss  Lamine  Norman 
Bfr.  A  Mrs.  R.  P.  Gillespie 
Dr.  William  BcM  Thempoea 
GreenvIBe  Clam  of  19S1 
BIr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  Carroll 
J.  O.  Thempten 
Bfrs.  H.  B.  Peiritt 
BIr.  Jehsuy  H.  Thompsen 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Bfike  Anden 
BIr.  Albert  Cedi  Thnn^ 

Bfs.  JuhalfuUins 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  AUen  Nelson 
Bfrs.  Ana  Townsend 
Katie  M.  Hays 
Bfrs.  FraoUe  H.  Warren 
BIr.  Bob  TVest 

Bfr.  A  Mrs  WUhamdC  WUson 
Bfr.  Ben  R.  Tdmcy 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  AMrs.  W.  B.Badon 
Mrs.  Mary  Me  dark 
Ms.  Cyidhia  DavM 
Bfs.  RidhDison 
Bfr.  RoMpe  Jones 
BIr.  A  Mrs.  Reece  Nunnery 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Owen 
Mr.  Wayat  Smith 
Mrs.  AUee  P.  TbweaU 
Mr  .  Oemdd  Walsh 
Uberty  BapRM  Church  WMS 
Group 

Bfr.  A  Mrs.  Doaaid  Nunnery 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Paul  Albritton 
Bfrs.  YvommRice 
*  Bfr.  A  Mrs.  Carl  S.  Draii^ 

Bfr.  A  Mrs.  O.  D.  Jud^.  Jr. 

Mr.  AMIS.  W.  J.  Cruise 
Bfrs.  Aamim  McGehee 
Brether  of  httArod  Tamer 
Bfrs.  Eloiae  Avery 
Benny  Vide.  dr. 

Bfr.  A  Mrs.  Charles 
Thomas  C.  WaRber 


S.  Woodruff 


eiiA 

Ronny  E.  Robinson.  Executive  Director 

P.  O.  Box  27. 

Clinton,  MS  »e60^m27 
(S01>  »22-2242 


Morgan  Chapel  Baptist 
Church 

Bin.  Gertrude  Nsrdi 
Bfn.  Floyd  Griffin 
T.  Bshria  Newman 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  J.  B.  Tiffany 
FaUmr  ef  Bfrs.  Richard  Newtea 
BCiss  Sue  Power 
Birs.  OWe  C.  Orr 
Bethany  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Bfrs.  Lewis  Hardin 
Bfr.  Henry  G.  West 
JsBMt  Spariunaa  Overstreet 
Bfr.  A  Bfis.  Robert  Sparkman 
R^.  Walter  »mcr 
Mr.  A  Bfrs.  James  I.  Morris 
After  **ABdy**  Parker 
BIr.  A  Bfrs.  Gyde  Parker 
Rath  Allen  Parker 
Bfr.  A  Mrs.  Clyde  Parker 
Shdhy  Parker 
Bfiss  Sue  Power 
•  E.W.Palrklge 

Graeber  Brothers,  Inc. 

Bfary  Bess  Pattenen 
Bfr.  A  Mrs.  Don  0.  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Mac  Baker 
Bessie  Payne 
Crenshaw  Baptist  Church 
Bfark  Petry 

Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Boy  L.  Webb 
Bfr.  Teny  PhlBey 
Bfr.  A  Mrs.  EUUs  0.  Cummins 
Bfr.  **Geege**  Prather 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Troy  A.  Ricks 
Delms  Price 
Bfr.  A  Bln.  Billy  Lloyd 
Bln.  Ellsahetk  Packdt 
Bfr.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 
Jehnay  Ray 

BIr.  A  Mn.  E.  L.  Betros 
Bfr  A  Mn.  Billy  Reeves 

Retand  Ray 

Bfr.  A  Bfn.  W.  J.  Simmons 
ElftidgeReed 
BIr.  A  Mn.  Joe  Pinnix,  Jr. 

Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Fred  Young 
Bfn.  Aiit  Reeves 
Bogue  Chitto  Baptist  Church 
Almen  I.  Rcyneldt 
BIr.  A  Bln.  Dan  Lassetter 
Bln.  Csralyn  (Ray)  Richardfon 
BIr.  A  Mn.  Curtis  Buchanan 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  George  H.  Lipe 
BIr.  A  Bfn.  Powell  E.  Poe 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  James  Hodges 
Mn.  Aubrey  A.  Aden 
BIr.  Gcerge  Richardsen 
Bfr.  A  IDs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Bin.  Thelma  ReMas 
Bin.  J.  P.  Marsalis 
Mattie  Rehinsea 
BIr.  A  Mn.  Mike  Anden 
Bln.  emdi  RaMnseo 
Bfn.  Louis  P.  Boteler 
Bln.  Ivs  Rehinsea 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Troy  A.  Ricks 
Bln.  T.  T.  RebiuMn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  R.  Greene 
Bln.  Fannie  Redgers 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Norman  Ezell 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  R.  Stewart 
Hamilton 
James  Regers 
First  Bapti^  Church 
Bin.  Leis  C.  Rasseg 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  E.  C.  Parsons 
CIsrs  Ssaferd 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jimmie  F 
Baggett 
Mr.  Ahrhi  Scett 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Bart  Wise  . 

CsL  Geerge  W.  Shivers 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  R.  E.  Green 
Bfn.  Ora  May  S.  Green 
BIr.  W.  U.  Sigler.  Jr. 

Bfr.  A  Mn.  J.  P.  KeUy 
Biichael  Singlelen 
Bfr  A  Bfn.  Bill  Barbee 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  W.  L.  Baibee 
Mr  Waiter  E.  Barbee 
BIr.  Cmdi  SImen 
Annie  Pearl 
Mn.  Pallida  Triplett 
Bfagy  Blac  Skeen 
McAdams  Baptist  Church 
Andrew  L.  Smilb 
Mr.  A  Mn.  David  M. 

Kinabrew 

BUkeSmMh 

Bfr.  A  Mn.  George  Chadwick 
Bir.  Arckle  Smilk 
Bin.  Joe  R.  Ryan 
Bfr.  Fred  O.  Smilk 
Bin.  Winnie  C.  Smith 
Mr.  Wahar  B.  Smith 
First  Baplf^  Ghnrch 
Bln.  Evelyn  Smith 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  J.  B.  Broadwater 
Bin.  TIney  Temple  Smith 
Siloam  Baptist  Church 
Bln.  Van  Smilk 
Bliss  Jayne  Woods 


Bfr.  Charles  W.  Holmes 
Bir.  Horatie  Deaglas 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Stephen  J.  Smith 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  R.  E.  Smith 
Keith  Dnncan 
Mr.  A  Bln.  R.  D.  Jones 
Bir.  A  Bln.  Ralph  R.  Van 

Namen 

Bfr.  A  Mn.  C.  S.  Woodruff 
Bln.  Heily  Dmui 
Mn.  Nannie  Whitten 
Glen  Dye 

Crendhaw  Baptist  Church 
Ddmer  Edwards 
Bir.  A  Bin.  Gyde  Parker 
Bfn.  Lois  Yates  Edwards 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Glen  A.  A  H.  Par 

King 

Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Dr.  A  Bfn.  T.  M.  Pierce 
Bfn.  VfargiaU  EOhftnrg 
Rev.  A  Mn.  Gerald  Castilo 
Bfrs.  Thelma  EHswerth 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  J.  P.  White 
Bir.  Jimmy  EUzey 
Mn.  Joe  R.  Byan 
Bir.  Wertky  C.  Eskridge 
Mn.  Keta  J.  Dean 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  J.  P.  White 
Bfn.  O.  H.  Shambliii 
Bfr.  A  Bln.  Jim  Evans 
Lake  Como  Baptist  Church 
Bln.  Blildred  Evans 
Ms.  Neil  A.  McWilliams 
Rahert  Everett 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  E.  L.  Betros 
Amanda  K.  Faler 
Bfn.  Alice  P.  Bliley 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Jimmie  F. 

Baggett 
Rahert  Flynt 
Mr.  A  Bfn.  David  M. 

Kinabrew 
Bln.  Rath  Fendrea 
Mn.  Don  C.  Templeton 
Mr.  Nabui  L.  FrankUa 
Ms.  Vivian  N.  Dolby 
Mrs.  T.  1.  Johnson 
Loopie  A  Susan  Kvasoicka 
Pint  Baptist  Church 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbae 
Bfr.  A  Bln.  WOey  Frailer 
Mr.  AMn.  Ranald  E.  Byrd 
Gwin  Fraemda 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Frank  Vicken 
Bfr.  Jake  Frtkmum 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Harry  McMiUen 
WiMarn  A.  Falwaad 
Mn.  Emma  P.  Atkinson 
Bfr.  Kendal  GHmara 
High  Hill  Baptist  Church 
WUUsGaack 
Bfn.  W.  R.  Newman,  Jr. 

Bir.  Gary  Cardan 
Miss  Beatrice  Brownlee 
Bln.  Jean  Grace 
^in.  Eari  B.  Allen 
Bfr.  Thamas  N.  Greaa 
Bir.  W.  L.  Bierbaum 
Bfs.  Cecdia  M.  Brister 
Bfs.  Frank  G.  Bums 
Dr.  A  Bfn.  Frank  L.  Butler 
Bln.  Patsy  E.  Camith 
Dr.  A  Bfn.  Wendell  B.  Holmes 
McComb  Pike  Co.  Al-Aosn 
Group 

Ms.  Janet  B.  Barnes 
Ms.  Sheryl  Jagen,  Vocational 
Building 

Mn.  Bobbie  Jagen, 

Trustmark  Bank 
Bfn.  Frmft  Grlffea 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Malcolm  W. 

Heard 

BlarthaBlillcr  Griffin 
Mr.  A' Bfn.  Myron  Johnson 
John  BL  Hag 
Calvary  Baptist  Church 
Mn.  Laveme  Hag 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Bln.  Edward  Filgo 
Bis.  Hammand  Hammand 
Bfs.  Lula  M.  (Cummins 
Mn.^  Patty  Bnrtaa  Haacack 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  G.  T.  Hancock 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Aubrey  M. 
Brumfield 
Bir.  Hugh  Hardy 
Mr.  Ferren  Cole 
Birs.  VMS  Harman 
Mr.  A  Bln.  Thomas  Ward 
Bir.  Frad  M.  Harreg 
Miss  Lee  WIman 
T.  C.  HarreHea 
Graeber  Brothen,  Inc. 

Bln.  Gertie  Harrte 
Celesta  Sunday  School  Oats 
Bfr.  Raese  Hasaag 
Mr.  A  Mn.  William  C.  Wilson 

.  Mr.  A  Mn.  Joseph  A.  RoIUbb 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 

“  allocaUrf  each  month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  grotqis  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to  others 

medium.  This  feature  is  hope- 

desi^  to  further  ho^  with  taste  aiKl  respect,  those  who  are  and  hare 

been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

April  1,  1992- 
April  20,  1992 


Bin.  Faaaie  BIslack 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Fred  Young 
Bfn.  June  T.  Shaw 
Bir.  A  Bln.  D.  O.  Blayteek 
Mn.  SwinUm  Bell 
Mary  Aaa  Pierce  Band 
Bfn.  Juanita  B.  Armour 
Bln.  Mary  Jane  Bayte 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Fleet  Lofton 
Edward  Branch 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  B.  A.  Anden 
Bin.  Grace  Breazealc 
Mn.  W.  B.  Davis 
BfaChcr  af  Bette  Brewer 
High  Hill  Baptist  Church 
Bir,  James  T.  “Pat'*  Bridges 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jim  Daughtrey 
Erma  Btay  Brawn 
Ann  Rimes  Brumfieid 
Kay  Brumfield  Gcrhardt 
Bfr.  William  L.  Rimes 
Rabcrt  Brammett 
Taylor  Baptist  Church 
Bliss  Cyatkla  Bryaa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  H.  Harrebon 
Dorothy  A  Joan  Harrelson 
Cynthia  Bryant 
BfagnoUa  Garden  Club 
Jewel  Bryant 
Mn.  H.  E.  Blakeslee,  Sr. 
Bfs.  Lucille  Moody 
BUm  Jewel  Bryant 
Bfs.  Phyllis  Gentile 
Bln.  Nell  Bnms 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Thomas  Milh 
Bfr.  Rhadam  Bailer 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Bln.  Eari  Persons 
Mr.  Radam  C.  Bailer 
Bfn.  Kaael  Flora 
Bir.  Wetsie  L.  Byrd 
Mn.  Ida  Boykin 
Dangtbcr  af  Mr.  A  Bfrs.  8. 


Bir.  Dale  Z.  Yanag 
Bir.  A  Mn.  L.  N.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Bin.  W.  A.  Oeveland 
Bfrs.  L.  E.  Green 
Neighbors  on  Long  Street, 
Union 

Bin.  D.  Z.  Young 


MEMORIALS 


Joha  Kenneth  Trigg 
Seminary  BapUst  Church 
John  Thamas  (BUD  Triplett 
Bfr.  A  Bln.  Frank  Ainsworth 
Mn.  F.  M.  Caperton 
Job  SS,  Noaapater  BC 
Noxapater  Bfasonic  Lodge 
Bfn.  Van  Barrier  A  Bfetanie 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Billy  French  A 
Family 

Bfn.  Katie  Kemp 
Bfn.  Iris  Massey 
Bfn.  Geneva  Richardson 
Mr.  J.  V.  TPeker 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Wayne  Voweil 
Father  af  Dr.  Jarry  TUracr 
Dr.  Dw^t  E.  Oktibbeha  C. 


HONORS 


Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Jae  Blakcney 
Mr.  A  Mn.  D.  C.  Gatewood 
Mrs.  Cherry  R.  Deasan 
Dr.  Patricia  D.  Kirby 
Bln.  HaraM  DMkenm 
McAdams  Baptist  Church 
Bra.  Pete  and  Mary  Evans 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Edward  J.  Ifayo 
Cari  A  DaaatU  Gipsan 
Bfr.  A  Bfrs.  Robert  E.  BfriUen 
Bln.  Rnlh  Glaze 
Christ  United  Methodist 
Church 


Bfn.  W.  V.  Tnnmr 
Bfn.  Fannie  Ashford 
Lais  Van  Every 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  J.  W.  Williams 
Batty  Dean  Vickers 
Blr^  A  Bfn.  Frank  Vicken 
Bir.  Maaaa  Vines 
Mr.  A  Bln.  Joseph  A.  Rollins 
Bir.  A  Mrs.  F.  W.  Waits 
Mrs.  Eloiae  Avery 
lafaal  sen  ef  Bfr.  A  Mn.  DavM 
Waftcr 

Bfiss  Dorris  Bailey 
Bln.  Martha  glass  Wagier 
Bfn.  J.  C.  Joaey 
Bfr.  Frank  Wag 
Mr.  A  Bin.  Herman  L. 
Duacan,  Jr. 

Bin.  Enalce  Weaver 
Mn.  Betty  S.  Cooper 
Jaama  E.  Waick 
Pint  Baptist  Church 
oromemooQ 

Jaama  E.  **gkaaCer“  WaM 
Bir.  A  Bin.  F.  C.  Habgood 
Bin.  Charlaa  8.  Wags 
Ms  .  Doro^  Carlisle 
Darsthy  WaMt 
B.  F.  Wells 


HalHagswarth 
Mr.  Varies  W.Hoimas 
Ehrhi  B.  Kkrksey 
First  Baptist  Church 
Birs.  Blaaa  Blayatt 
First  Baptist  Cfaurcfa 
Dr.  A  Bln.  Lavas  Bfaare 
Mn.  J.  B.  Lewis 
Bln.  Rahy  PUgrlm 
Yale  Street  Baptist  Church 
Bir.  A  Mn.  Cacg  Randle 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Rodney  Bevill 
Jennifer  Rigdmi 
Mr.  A  Bln.  James  Duke 
Mn.  Girina  Raherts 
Mr  .  A  Mn.  Kenneth  W 
Statham 


Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Ted  E.  Smith 
Bir.  Jack  Campheg 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Human  Aldridge 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  BUkolm  W. 

Heard 

Rev.  Clyde  Carraway 
Bir.  A  Bfn.  James  R  Carter 
Bir.  Gcarge  Carter 
Mr.  A  Bfn.  William  C.  WUson 
Clandia  Casa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lmmomt  Arthur 
Mn.  VkrglBU  Chapmaa 
First  Baptist  Chtuch 
Bfr.  Wayne  Chapman 
Dr.  Bart  Clark,  8r. 

Mr.  A  Bin.  Alton  L.  Fiekb 
Bir,  L.  E.  CHMva 
Mr.  A  Mn.  James  F.  Smith 
Bir,  Haward  L.  Csg 
Mr.  A  Bin.  Floyd  E.  CoU 
Bir.  Gaarge  Payae  Gassar.  8r. 
Bfr.  A  Bin.  Wasson  Henry 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Tbm  Riee 
EHen  Claira  CanMar 
Vktory  BaptMt  Church 
Mr.  A  Bin.  Howard  Coulter 
Frances  WHkkmon  Cowan 
Bir.  A  Bin.  TMn  Rkse 
Bir.  JImOafI 
Bin.  AMn  E.  Scott 
Mr.  WIRIsm  ABan  CfacMk 
MeadvUle  Baptist  Church 
Bir.  A  Mn.  Rufus  Graves 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  J.  M.  HiU,  Jr. 

Bfr.  A  Mn  Onn&e  Adams,  Jr. 
Bfn.  Ruby  S.  Boggaa 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  BilU^.  Walker 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Percy  Peeler 
Bln.  LaUOtmm 
MeadvUle  Baptttt  Church 
LalaOremm 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Jason  Ford 
Ms.  Julia  MuUim 
Thermaa  Cammlags 
Taylor  Baptist  Cfturch 
BHIy  Daaleli 
Mr.AMn.GaMnPlerce 
Malcefan  Dsvto 
Dr.  A  Mn.  William  L.  Coetley 
Bir.  Otha  Davti 
First  Baptist  Church 
Bir.  Jasapk  M.  Dawsan 
Bfias  Jeaa  Rouse 
Mary  Jaaa  Day 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Roy  Chhum 
Bfn.  Margit  Daatsa 

Mr.  AMn.PloydB.Gril 

Mr.  Freomaa  C.  DoHna 

First  BapIfttChmtdi 
Mr.  AMfB.RIIsyD.AIfQrd 
First  Baifast  Church 


Mr.  A  Mn.  Jerry  L.  Loftin 

Bln.  Bdaa  Statham 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Kenneth  W. 

Bin.  Oddfe  Estette  glewart 
Metro  Baptist  Church 
Thylar 
Mn.  Avery 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  M. 

Kinabrew 

Bir.  Blarvki  lancefsrd 
Bethaiqr  Baptist  Church 
Bfrs.  Blorhm  Bfagee 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Lea  Craig 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  U.  Hendrix 
Ricky  L.  Msimw 
Mr.  A  Bfn.  John  T.  Erwin 
Mr.  Richard  Bfmeas 
Immanual  Baptist  Church 
BIr.OrthaBfartki 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Harmon  Alley 
Bln..Bdllh  E  Mathews 
Miss  Edna  P.  Safley 
Bin.  Fin  McCarty 
Mbs  Beatrice  Browalae 
Bln.  Kaax  “Sat**  BfcMaBm 
Mn.  UVqihr  L.  Bbhop 
Mr.  A  Mn.  RobertlLI^ 
Bln.  Blary  H.  BIcBlaBea 
Mn.  AmaUta  P.  Furr 
Dr.  Raaaie  Medley 
Bir.  A  Bln.  Troy  A.  Ricks 
Bln.  IrsM  Blllam 
First  Baptist  Church 
Ray  MUlsaps 
Bfr  A  Mn.  Eddie  Morgan 
Eva  Mean 
First  Baptbt  Chwch 


MEMORIALS 


Bir.  A  Bin.  Sam  T.  Carter 
Bfn.  BstaHa  WhMe 
Mn.  Buck  Moore 
Mr.  **8harty**  Whittea 
Mr.  A  Mn.  AHon  D.  Fiel^ 
Brethcr  of  Nancy  WEbaaks 
Mn.  Suaan  L.  WUbaaks 
Bfr.  Harris  WRdcr.  8r. 

Bin  W.  T.  White 
Bfn.  Lelia  Brown  A  FamUy 
Mande  WWaam 
Bfr.  Herbert  R  WUliams 
Rev.  J.  E.  WgMaam 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  WUlis  Kii« 
Eleansr  Raynaldi  WHmo 
Bir.  A  Bin.  Freddb  L.  Jones 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jinuny  Jones 
BCr.  A  Bfn.  George  SaUey 
Bir.  Paal  D.  WMm 
Bfn.  Ana  B.  Wilm  Hayes 
Alexaadsr  Weed 
Brumfield  A  Aasociates 


Mn.  Quay  Bulkin  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  R  Plilton 
Mr.  AMn.  JackHimer  A 
Famtty 

Mn.  Flun7  Turner 

Rev.  Bipy  Regard 
Mr  .  A  Bin  .  Ton  Rice 
RRa  Aaa  Barlow 
Mr.  A  Mn.  J.  E.  Bagby 
Bin.  VIctarta  Baack 
Mn.  L.  E.  Green 
Charge  Bennett 
Mn  .  JanioaS.  McKeUar 


Bin.  PamfMMmariaad 
Bis.  MarihaBeaven 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Jack  B.  Marttn 

(to  be  continued) 


Bir.  A  Mn.  Fred  Palmertree 
Ida  Wsrkingtie 
Bir.  A  Mn.  Danny Ityals 
Bln.  Charlene  Wright 
Bln.  John  B.  Easter 
Mr.  Jerry  L.  Yaagir 
Bfr.  A  Bfn.  Jack  B.  Bfartin 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bryant  Myatt 
Bfn.  NeWe  RifteriBon 
Bfr.  A  Mn.  Kenneth  R. 

Robertson 
Mn.  Bertha  York 
Bin.  JoaC.  Oawford 


ALUMNI  hOOTING 
Saturday,  Angut  8. 930  tjn. 
PoweflOh^pei, 

India  NunDe^jOenpus 
Lunch  served  foSei^  meetmg. 


McaKwial  Correction: 

Gift  given  2/21/92  in  memory 
of  Nathalie  Clark  from  Mr.  & 
Mn.  fted  Powers.  Our  apologies 
to  the  ftsnily  for  the  omisBion. 
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A  good  neighbor  donates  her  time  and 
home  for  a  “neighborhood”  Bible  club 


Bj  Shanoep  T.  Sbi^MOB 


The  scene  was  typical  of  a  Kfis- 
sissiroi  summer:  makeshift  tem, 
Kool-Aid,  BiUes,  and  kids  —  lots 
them  —  reciting  roemcvy  vers¬ 
es,  singing  songs,  riding  into 
Backyard  BiUe  Qub  on  l^^des. 
What  was  not  typical  about  diis 
paiticalar  BiUe  oub  was  that  the 
nces  of  the  dakhen  were  UadL 
Pearl  Simmons,  member  of 
Southside  Qnnch,  Yazoo  City, 
had  daily  waidied  the  dnldren  m 
her  neij^mdiood  walk  past  her 
bouse.  ^  thought  to  heiself  tint 
it  was  a  shame  they  attended  no 
Vacatkm  BiMe  Sdiod. 

Simmons,  85,  calls  herself 
“almost  a  shut-in.’'  With  a  knee 
rqdacement  and  a  recently  healed 
Inoken  hip,  she  has  a  “hard  time 
getting  out.” 

“I  wanted  to  do  something  here 
in  my  house  that  I  could  do,“  die 
siud  of  her  decision  to  host  the 
Bible  ,club  for  kindergarten 
through  sixth  grade.  Her  back  gate 
opens  to  the  tnck  lot  of  Soud^de 
Church,  so  it  was  convenient  for 
church  members  to  he^. 

She  talked  to  her  pastor,  James 
Everett  He  gave  the  dcay  for  die 
church  to  provide  tent,  materials, 
tables  and  chairs,  and  vdunteers. 
Simmons  donated  her  time  and  her 
backyard. 

Simmons’  daughter,  Owen  Allen 
of  Traverse  City,  Mich.,  drove 
down  to  visit  and  he^,  with  her 
i3-year-<dd  grandMO,  Oindi  Allen. 
AHea  aHo  brouf^  a  IcmmI  of  red 
New  Testaments,  courtesy  of  tte 
Traverse  City  Gideon  Camp,  of 
which  her  husband  is  jnesident 
Simmons  and  the  Allens  pot  a 
sign  —  comfdete  with  cokxfiil  bal¬ 
loons  —  near  the  street  in  front  of 
Simmons’  home.  They  handed  out 
flyers  advertising  the  July  6-10 
BiUe  schoU  to  rfiildrwi  and  adults 
who  passed  on  their  way  to  the 
grocery  store. 

Word  got  around.  By  week’s 


hod,  toud  enrollment  had  reached 
28  Qnduding  staff);  average  atten¬ 
dance  was  14. 

Ihe  day  the  Baptist  Record  visit¬ 
ed  the  “Neighborhood  Bible 
Cltd>,“  several  of  die  13 
were  “ra|ipiiig“  songs  of  their  (iwn 
compositton  about  Sciqitore  pas¬ 
sages  and  Bible  lessons.  All 
pla^md  dong  with  Bverett  sod  his 
guitar  on  homemade  rhythm 
instruaaents  of  sanc^t^per  blocks, 
triangles,  wood  stici^  and  jdastic 
qiheinfiillofiice. 

“We  know  the  kids  were  taking 
(the  lessons)  to  heart,’’  said  Janet 
Everett,  pastor’s  wifo.  “Ihey  were 
reflecting  on  it,  because  they 
would  come  back  the  next  day 
with  a  tap  song,  or  poem,  as  die 
girls  called  it,  written  about  the 
previous  day’s  lesson.”  Janet  and 
their  children  Rachel  and  Corey 
volunteered  to  help  through  the 
week.  “ 

Theme  for  the  week  was  joy  — 
of  salvation,  of  meeting  Jesus,  of 
bearing  fruit.  At  week’s  end,  the 
Everetts  said  10  children  had  made 
professioos  of  faith.  Follow-up  on 
proqiects  from  the  BiUe  club  will 
be  made  through  neighborhood 
churches. 

One  of  those  churches  will  be  a 
new  Southern  Bi^itist  black  con- 
^gadon,  for  which  groundwork 
is  now  being  laid.  Though  not  a 
forma)  mission  effoitDraiy  oiie 
church  in  Yazoo  County,  il' is 
nomioaDy  qpoiuored  and  support¬ 
ed  by  several  in  the  association. 
That  congregation  held  its  first 
meeting  in  Ricks  Memorial 
Libra^  in  Yazoo  City,  July  15, 
and  will  continue  to  meet  there. 

The  Everetts  said  the  children 
were  already  talking  enthusiasti- 
c^idly  about  coming  back  next  year. 
And  Simmons  bo^  to  donate  her 
home  again. 

“She  is  indeed  a  neighbor  to 
them,’’  Jauet  said 


Paarl  Simmons,  center,  taps 
wooden  sticks  to  the  rhythm  of  “All 
My  Sins  Are  Washed  Away,  I’ve 
Bmo  Redeemed.”  Simmons  hosted 
a  "Neighborhood  Bible  Club”  in  her 
backyard  July  6-10. 


SoirthsWt  Pastor  Jamas  Evaratt. 

right,  encourages  Andra  to  share  a 
*rap”  with  the  Bible  club.  The  chil¬ 
dren  who  attended  frequently  wrote 
raps  and  poems  Incorporating 
Scripture  and  Bible  lessons. 


Aom  Broadman  Press,  Conven¬ 
tion  Press,  and  others  (where  indi- 
caled): 

The  Word  of  the  Cross  by 
Lewis  A.  Drummond  A  contem¬ 
porary  theology  of  evimgelism. 
383p:^et. 

Faith:  Taking  God  at  His 
Word  by  Morris  H.  Ougunan,  A 
fshb-encouraging  book  cenceiing 
around  Hebrews  11. 176  pages. 

Bctyond  the  hnpasse?  by  Robin¬ 
son  B.  Janaes  and  David  S.  Dock¬ 
ery.  Scripture,  interpretation,  and 
tbeUogy  in  Baptist  hfo  from  sever¬ 
al  Bflde  scholars.  319  pages. 

PeaigB  for  Dieriplwtiip  by  Don 
Stewart  Adult  January  BiUe^iStody 
on  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  128 
pages. 

Opening  the  FVant  Door:  Wor¬ 
ship  and  Church  Growth  by 
James  Emery  White.  A  “how  to” 
book  on  chinch  growth  princqiles. 
159  pages. 

How  to  Get  Along  widi  Diffi¬ 
cult  People  by  William  J.  Diehm. 
Combining  Ublical  piinciides  and 
fnactied  rules.  159  pages 

ConfrontBog  Casual  Christiani¬ 
ty  by  Chades  F.  Stanley.  Apathy, 
complacency  and  qnritoal  drowsi¬ 
ness  in  your  cfamdi?  167  pages. 

This  Too  ShaD  Pass  by  Ginny 
Sisk.  Being  a  caregiver  for  the 
elderly.  223  pages. 

When  Someone  You  Love 
JJliUla  Too  Much  by  CSnistian  B. 
Paiker.A  Christian  guide  to  addic¬ 
tion,  coKt^ndmey,  and  recovery. 
Harper  (joffins,  159  pages,  $9. 

listfiiiiig  to  Your  by  Aed- 
erick  Buechner.  Dafly  meditations 
from  a  gifted  story  teller.  Harper 
Cdlins,  358  pages,  $10. 

Loving  Again  by  Joseph  A. 
Ryan.  Advice  on  dating  and  remar¬ 
riage  for  the  widowed.  Zondervan, 


Gregory’s  Sermon  Synopses  by 
Joel  Gregory.  Two  hundred  pulpit 
gems  with  meat  on  the  bones.  208 
pages. 

Remember  1  Love  Yon  by 
Charlie  Shedd.  Movir^  story  of  a 


Just  thinking,,. 


ByiefTTerrel 

In  Us  fMnoos  sermon,  “The  Yoke  of  Religion,”  Pud  Tillich  tells  (dtibe 
sctqNnre  he  chose  to  have  read  at  his  condlrmation  service.  At  age  15,  he 
choK  the  passage  from  Muthew  Jl,  where  Jesus  says,  “Come  unto  me, 
all  3re  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden  and  1  wiD  give  you  rest.”  TUbch 
describes  the  amosenoent  and  astonishmenc  of  his  elders  at  1^  dioice  of 
scrqMure,  for  in  his  ovm  words,  he  wm  “living  under  happy  conditions,” 
and  was  “without  any  apparem  labor  and  burden.”  Nevertheless,  Tillich 
goeson: 

“[But]  ev^  child  is  right  in  responding  immediately  to  those  words; 
every  adult  is  right  in  reqronding  to  them  in  all  periods  of  his  life.... 
these  words  of  Jesus  are  universal,  and  fit  every  himan  being  and  every 
humui  situation.” 

Indeed,  the  words  of  Jesus  do  strike  at  the  very  heart  of  the  human 
conditio^  for  who  among  us  has  not  felt  burdened  and  exhausted  at 
some  point  during  tins  very  week?  Even  those  who  appear  externally 
happy,  those  without  qtparent  labor  or  burden  know  the  overwhelming 
feeling  of  emotional  and  qnritual  fatigue. 

_  _ _ _ ^  Tillich’s  point  was  thu  religion  that  binds  and  burdens  is  not  true  reli- 

Janft  Evtratt.  right,  talks  with  a  young  friend  at  a  "Neighborhood  Bible  ^  picciaely  tlm  “irreligion”  thu  Jesus  came  to 

Club"  fn  Yazoo  City.  Sponsored  by  Soutbside  Church,  Yazoo  City,  the  <nir  fi^  u  reduced  to  its  irreduccaWc  fninimum,  what 

Bible  club  was  hosted  by  Pearl  Slbimons.  (Photos  by  Shannon  T.  Simp-  left?  Jesus  said,  ^t  is  my  rest.” 
son)  TerreD  is  a  counseling  psychologist  in  Hattiesburg. 


young  pastor’s  couitsliq),  marriage, 
and  growing  sf^dation  for  his 
wife  Martha.  Harper  Cdlins,  170 
pages. 

Taming  the  Dragons  1^  Brenda 
^^bee.  Christian  women  resolving 
conflict.  Haqpn  C^oUins,  214  pages. 

Urn  Spirituality  of  Imperfec¬ 
tion  by  Ernest  Kmtz  and  Katherine 
Ketcham.  Tryiog  to  be  perfect  is  a 
tragic  mistake  —  how  to  cease  to 
play  God  and  come  to  terms  widi 
cnois.  Bantam.  294  pages. 

Racing  Towiuvl  2001  by  Russell 
Chandler.  Fraces  shiqring  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  religious  future.  Harper 
Collins,  367  pages. 

The  Doctrine  of  Lordship  by 
Robert  L  HamUin  and  IKfilliam  H. 
Stqihens.  Bible  doctrine  study  for 
the  whde  duich.  159  pages. 

Basic  Bflrie  Sermons  on  Psalms 
for  Everyday  Living  By  James  T. 
Draper  Jr.  Face  each  day  with 
courage  and  faith.  127  pages. 

Marriage  in  the  Minister’s 
Home  by  Brian  L.  Harbour.  The 
imkjue  (hallenge  fadng  the  minis¬ 
ter  and  his  family.  128  pages. 

Basic  Bible  Sermons  on  the 
Ten  Commandnrents  by  Jerry 
Vines.  Solid  messages  to  help 
write  or  improve  sermons.  128 
pages. 

Citizens  of  the  Kii^dom  by  Bil¬ 
lie  Friel.  Interpreting  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount  for  daily  living.  222 
pages. 

Promotion  Strategies  fbr  the 
Locri  Church  by  Wayne  Kiser. 
Hedtfay  churches  feef  good  about 
themselves  and  pass  that  feeling  on 
through  i^omotion.  158  pages. 

A  Woman  Seeking  God  by 
Dorothy  Kelly  Patterson.  Discover 
God  in  the  places  of  your  life.  157 
pages. 

Nffirror,  Mirror  on  the  WaH  by 
Ken  Hemphill.  Discovering  your 
true  self  through  qnritual  gifts.  191 
pages. 

The  New  American  Commen¬ 
tary:  1,  2  Timothy,  Titus  by 
Thomas  D.  Lea  and  Hi^  P.  Grif¬ 
fin  ft.  A  theological  esqiositkHi. 
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